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the Aged Christian’s Expie- 
rience, recommended frarticu- 
larly tothe frerusal of Youth. 


HERE cannot be a more 

melancholy sight than old 
age insensible to religion, and 
hardened in the ways of iniqui- 
ty. To see a person on the 
verge of eternity, who has de- 
voted all his life to ungodliness, 
who is still unmindful of the in- 
terests of the immortal soul, 
deaf to reproof and abandoned 
to vice, is of all things the 
most affecting. Who can be- 
hold such an object without /pi- 
ty, without sorrow, without 
the most lively concern ?. Who, 
possessed of the least benevolent 
feeling, but must say, * O that 
such were wise, that they un- 
derstood, that they did but con- 
sider their latter end !” Deut. 
Xxxii. 29. 


On the contrary, what a 


pleasing, what an interesting 

sight to behold the aged turn- 

ing their back upon the world, 
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walking in the path of godli- 
ness, and longing for a better 
state ! “ The hoary head is a 
crown of glory, if it be found in 
the way of righteousness.” 
Prov. xvi. 31. Piety is always 
ornamental. In youth, how 
lovely and amiable ! In middle 
age, how bright and useful! 
but in old age, how venerable, 
how commanding, how re- 
spectful! This is, indeed, a 
crown of glory, which, note 
withstanding the decrepitude of 
the animal frame, and the de- 
cay of the intellectual powers, 
yet adorns the possessor, and 
reflects a splendor inthe circle 
where he moves. How de- 
lightful to behold the aged 
Christian contemplating with 
gratitude on the divine conduct 
toward him, and still ardently 
imploring the continuance of 
the divine blessing ! How pleas- 
ant to hear him, with the 
psalmist, saying, “O God, 
thou hast taught me from my 
youth, and hitherto have I de- 
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elared thy wondrous works. 
Now also, when I am old and 
grey-headed, O God, forsake 
me not, until I have shewed thy 
strength unto this generation, 
and thy power to every one that 
is to come.” Ps. Ixxi. 17, 18. 

But we are not going to draw 
the aged Christian as the pic- 
ture of perfection. Allowing 
that he may have greater claims 
both to knowledge and expe- 
rience than others, yet it must 
be remembered that he is still 
in the flesh, and consequently 
subject to infirmities. Yea, 
there are some things which 
are. more peculiar to old age 
than to any other part of hu- 
man life, and which even the 
best and wisest Christians in 
that stage find too powerfully 
operating in their own breasts. 
The weakness brought on by 
length of years often disposes 
them to be peevish and fretful. 
A little thing makes an impres- 
sion on their spirits. ‘They are 
ready to imagine every thing 
Thilitates againgst them. They 
will hardly indulge the young 
in a sprightly conversation, or a 
lawful vivacity. As the powers 
begin to be contracted, and the 
senses lose their wonted opera- 
ration, the mind often sinks into 
a state of gloom, and this gloom 
becomes a medium through 
which they are apt to look at 
surrounding objects. ‘Hence 
their complaints that every 
thing is worse than formerly ; 
that the present age is so much 
inferior to the past. 

How often does covetous- 
ness also strive to predominate 
at this time of life ! How ma- 
ny fears perplex the minds of 
the aged, lest, during the re- 
maining small portion of their 
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lives, something should happen 
to deprive them of their proper- 
ty, or expose them to want! 
How do they sometimes forget 
the Providence which hath al- 
ways attended them, and act as 
if they thought they were des- 
tined to live many years ! as if 
there were many wants to be 
supplied, and asif the same 
kind Providence would not take 
care of them when they shall 
be once more reduced to that 
state when they cannot take 
care of themselves. 

These things too often injure 
the mind of many ; and hence 
arises that lukewarmness to be 
seen in some aged professors. 
It is a sad thing, however, tobe- 
hold Christians declining as 
they draw near the grave. For 
to be anxious about the world, 
when we are going to leave it, 
indicates a heart little influen- 
ced by grace ; and is as incon- 
sistent as for a man to adorn 
himself with gold and silver 
just ashe is going,to bed. While 
therefore the natural infirmi- 
ties of the aged demand tender- 
ness, and excite our sympathy, 
yet we cannot but pity and de- 
plore the case of those who 
make complaints, indulge ava- 
rice, and imbibe a worldly spirit. 

Aged Christians in general, 
however, have not so learned 
Christ. They feel these evils, 
indeed, struggling within them, 
while they often stop and drop 
a tear that they who are on the 
confines of heaven should at 
any time feel themselves alive 
to the world. It is not their 
elememt. They are-seeking a 


better country ; they are desir- 
ing to enter into that rest which 
is prepared for them above. 
Yes; we are thankful that the 








1810.) 


Christian church produces so 
many instances of long-standing 
monuments of divine goodness, 
who have been preserved, not- 
withstanding the rude blasts of 
opposition and the fiery trials to 
which they have been exposed ; 
and which, blessed be God, shall 
yet stand, immoveably stand, 
through death and everlasting 
ages. 

We will now proceed to con- 
sider what is more particularly 
characteristic of the aged Chris- 
tian’s experience. 

And, first, we may observe in 
the aged Christian that wisdom 
and knowledge which are not 
in general found in those of 
younger years. “ Days speak, 
and multitude of years teach 
wisdom.” Job xxxil. 7. They 
have learned much by their ex- 
perience ; the length of time 
they have been in the world has 
taught them knowledge. What 
revolutions have they witnessed 
in the world ! What changes in 
families ! What vicissitudes in 
every thing about them! What 
different appearances have sur- 
rounding objects assumed ! 
What strange events have taken 
place! In what different cir- 
cumstances, perhaps, do. they 
behold themselves to those in 
which they once were! As they 
have long been in the way, what 
a multitude of objects have pre- 
sented themselves to their view! 
How have they been tried by 
their own hearts! How olten 
been drawn away by their own 
corruptions! By what sad ex- 
perience have they arrived to a 
knowledge of themselves ! How 
severe sometimes has been the 
conflict with the enemy of souls! 
How have they been deceived by 
his insidious snares ! How con- 
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stantly opposed by his attacks ! 
How wearied and exhausted by 
his fiery temptations! What 
have they suffered from the 
world, from its frowns, from its 
smiles, from its cares, its con- 
nexiuns, its allurements ! What 
dark providences, what unex- 
pected and accumulated afflic- 
tions, have they in the course of 
their long pilgrimage been cal- 
led to bear! But have they 
gained nothing by the view and 
the experience of all these cir- 
cumstances ? Yes, verily. How 
has it enlarged their minds! 
What a differentsidea have they 
of things to what they once had ! 
The vanity of the world, the 
mutability of the creature, the 
sudden transitions from. pain to 
pleasure, from dignity to con- 
tempt, from friendship to enmi- 
ty, from the calm to the storm, 
which they have so frequent- 
ly witnessed in this state of 
things, make them moderate in 
their enjoyments, prudent in 
their measures, cautious in their 
pursuits, and suspicious of that 
security which the world pro- 
mises to afford. They have seen 
enough to wean their minds 
from sublunary things, and to 
excite them to place their hope 
and confidence in God only — 
“ My soul wait thou only upon 
God, for my expectation is from 
him : He, only, is my rock and 
Salvation. I will, therefore, look 
unto him, and not be afraid. 
The Lord is my portion, saith 
my soul, therefore will I hope in 
him.” Ps. Ixii. 5,6. Isa. xii. 2. 
Lam. iii.24. 

But this leads us immediate- 
ly to consider the aged Christian 
in his proper character, as dead 
totheworld. Indeed, every thing 
about him and within him,right- 
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ly considered, has a tendency to 
remind him of his duty in this 
respect. The voice of nature 
cries, nor can he be deaf to her 
calls. His mortal tabernacle, 
. like an ancient dwelling, gives 
evident signs of decay. Alrea- 
dy, indeed, parts of the feeble 
mansion have fell. Death has 
begun his attack. It appears in 
the faculty of vision, over which 
the last enemy has drawn a veil. 
It hath filled the countenance 
with a pallid look. It has be- 
numbed: the animal frame.— 
Strength is nearly gone : “ the 
evil days are*come, the years 
wherein there is no pleasure, 
the grasshopper becomes a bur- 
den, and desire fails.” Eccl. 
xii. 1, 5. 

What an affecting sight also 
now presents itself! He looks 
around, but where are the ob- 
jects that formerly delighted 
him? Yonder habitation, once 
possessed by a friend, now be- 
comes the habitation of a stran- 
ger. There dwelt the com- 
panion of his youth, and the 
associate of his middle age ; but 
he is no more. Behold that 
whole family, that bid fair to 
withstand many a storm, now 
all swept away by death! He 
has seen almost every thing 
decay. O how he looks back 
to the spot where he formerly 
enjoyed happiness, where he 
beheld the objects of his affec- 
tion, where his comforts were 
thick about him! He revisits 
the plate, he sighs over the 
spot. . Itis all barren now. He 
can only dropa tear, and return. 
«“ He now finds himself almost 
a solitary being in the midst of 
a New generation, whose faces 
he hardly knows. The shades 


of his departed friends rise up 
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before him, and warn him that 


it is time to depart. Nature 
and Providence summon him 
to be gathered to his fathers. 
Reason admonishes him, that, 
as his predecessors made way 
for him, it is just that he should 
give place to those who have 
arisen to succeed him on this 
busy stage; who for a while 
shall fill it with their actions 
and their sufferings, and then 
shall, in their turns, withdraw, 
and be joined to the forgotten 
multitudes of former ages.” 

But, above all, his nearness 
to heaven admonishes him to 
leave the world. How long 
have I to live, said Barzillai to 
the King, that I should go up 
with the King to Jerusalem? I 
am this day fourscore years 
old ; and can I discern between 
good and evil? Can thy servant 
taste what I eat or what I drink? 
Can I hear any more the voice 
of singing men and singing 
women ? Wherefore, then, 
should thy servant be yet a bur- 
den unto my Lord the King? 
Let thy servant, I pray, turn 
back again, that I may die. 2 
Sam. xix. 32, &c. 

Thus too the aged Christian 
can say: ‘ What is the world 
to me? I am sick of its vanities, 
Iam weary of itscares. What 
are allits grandeurs, its riches, 
ils pomps, its pleasures? These 
are only golden chains, that 
would prevent me from soaring 
to abetter world. Why should 
I, whose body is infirm, whose 
powers are decaying, whose 
connexions are almost all dis- 
solved, and who am continually 
receiving warnings of my mor- 
tality, why should I still cleave 
to the world ? Indeed, what can 
there be attracting on earth to 
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one who is every day waiting 
for heaven, and longing to be in 
the presence of God in a better 
world ? Thus the Christian 
hears the voice of nature, of 
Providence, and of eternity, cal- 
linz him away. 

But though the Christian is 
ina measure dead to the w-rld, 
yet he can take no complacency 
in himself. However retired, 
however calm his last days, yet 
he cannot help remembering 
his past imperfections. Hence 
we may consider self-abasement 
as entering peculiarly into the 
experience, and forming a strik- 
ing part of the mind and char- 
acter of an aged saint. ‘The re- 
trospect which he takes of his 
past life fills him with shame ; 
and though it has been always 
his desire to glorify God, and 
to be employed in his service, 
yet he knows that he has done 
nothing as he ought to do, and 
is humbled under a sense of his 
little fruitfulness. “It resembles 
the view which a traveller takes 
from some eminence of a bar- 
ren country through which he 
has passed, where the heath and 
the desert form the chief pros- 
pect, diversified only by a few 
scattered spots of imperfect cul- 
tivation.” Let us hear his con- 
fession. “ Few and evil have 
the days of the years of my life 
been. What secret backslid- 
ings have I been guilty of ! 
How cold have been my affec- 
tions ! What innumerable mer- 
cies have I received ; but, alas! 
what feeble returns of grati- 
tude! How has the world be- 
wildered and deceived me! and 
though I have been preserved 
from the ruin to which it en- 
deavored to draw me, yet how 
eften have I been imposed upon 
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by its smiles, in what difficulties 
have 1 been involved by its 
cares! How little have I done 
for God! How weak my exer- 
tions! Alas ! how few characs 
ters have been enlightened by 
my instructions, awed by my 
reproofs, impressed by my con-« 
versation, or reformed by my. 
example! How much time has 
run to waste ! How have I been 
deceived by procrastination ! 
How has old age crept upon me 
before I can say any thing has 
been done ! And now I begin 
to be incapable of doing much. 
O, if my life were to come over 
again, methinks how different 
should it be spent as to many 
things! Iam filled with shame 
that so many years have past 
away, comparatively barren and 
unfruitful.” Thus the aged 
Christian is humbled under a 
view of his past life ; and though 
there may be a great difference 
among Christians as to their de- 
votedness of mind and their use- 
fulness in the world, yct they: 
all have to complain. For where 
is the man, however enlarged 
his mind, however eminent his 
piety, however useful. his en- . 
deavors, but what must feel 
some uneasiness on reviewing 
what is past? Can any aged 
Christian, standing on the verge 
of eternity, look back with con- 
fidence, and say that he hasdone ~ 
all that he could, all that he 
ought ; that there have been no 
moments of indolence or un- 
concern ; that no evil propensi- 
ties have ever once been in- 
dulged ;.that he has served God 
with all that spirituality af mind, 
that ardent zeal, that constant 
attention, that he ought ; that 
he has discharged his duty ta 
his fellow creatures with perfect 
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propriety, amd that in nothing 
he could have done more than 
he has? Alas, on the contrary, 
the older, the wiser, the holier 
the Christian is, the more he is 
humbled and grieved under a 
view of himself; the more, like 
Job, he is ready to exclaim, Be- 
hold I am vile ; I abhor myself. 

Another thing we may distin- 
guish in old age is that coul de- 
liberation, wise caution, and 
just gravity, not so discernible 
in the inexperienced. Youth is 
too precipitate, too confident of 
its own wisdom, too often ready 
to assume when it should re- 
tire ; but age is deliberate, wise, 
and cautious. How many sad 
sights has the aged Christian 
beheld ! What numbers he has 
seen ruined by their rashness ; 
involving themselves and their 
connexions in the deepest dis- 
tress by their impatience, their 
precipitate measures, their self- 
will! He is therefore determin- 
ed to view things on all sides, to 
examine them in all their bear- 
ings. He is cool, patient, per- 
severing, knowing by cxperi- 
ence how much better it is to 
wait than to be in haste. 
Hence, too, his gravity may be 
accounted for ; not because he 
has lost the fire of youth only, 
but he has seen the vanity of 
all things: he feels the conse- 
quence of his own errors; he 
has witnessed a continual scene 
of vicissitudes. He has beheld 
earthly enjoyments, like the 
flowers of the field, raise their 
heads, expand their leaves, ex- 
hibit their bloom, then wither 
and die. And this, says he, is 
human life. It is only the 
world above that is worth seek- 
ing. It is only the joy that ari- 
ses from the hope of the celes- 
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tial inheritance that is perma- 
nent. I sigh for that blessed 
abode, while I would watch 
against every thing that would 
take off my attention from that 
glorious object. 

We are not to suppose, how- 
ever, thatthe aged Christian is 
void of pleasure ; that the view 
he takes of life, however hum- 
bling, embitters every thing to 
him ; and that his gravity and 
cool deliberation degenerates in- 
to apathy and unthankfulness. 
On the contrary, he experien- 
ces a pleasure which it is im- 
possible for a young Christian 
to possess. What a rich re- 
past does it afford his mind to 
contemplate the dispensations 
of Divine Providence ! Durin 
a course of forty, perhaps fifty 
or sixty years, what wonderful 
events have come to pass ! He 
has seen the jofty mountain be- 
come a plain ; the most distres- 
sing circumstances become the 
occasion of the most abundant 
joys; the death of one comfort 
the life of others; the very 
things which were dreaded as 
the most formidable evils, over- 
ruled for bringing about the 
most extraordinary events. 

And whata peculiar pleasure, 
also, arises from the contempla- 
tion of Aimself as being the o6- 
ject of the divine care! Ie has 
beheld himself, indeed, circum- 
vented in one place, and tric 
in another. Connexions form- 
ed that once he had no idea of. 
His habitation fixed in a part 
of the world he was long unac- 
quainted with: strangers be- 
coming friends, and friends be- 
coming strangers. Little events, 
socalled, leading to those of an 
| important nature ; but all un- 
derthe direction of the Dispo- 
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ser of all things. With what 
thankfulness can he recollect 
the evils he has escaped, the 
comforts he has enjoyed, the 
various times when his wants 
have been supplied, and indeed 
the kindness of Providence ona 
thousand occasions ! 

The Christian in old age, 
then, is not destitute of joy. 
desides the satisfaction which 
arises from a wide view of a 
wise Providence, his very state 
and situation often shield him. 
It is true, his infirmities pre- 
vent him from relishing many 
of those comforts which once 
he delighted in ; but then “ if 
he is a stanger to the vivacity of 
enjoyment, he is free at the 
same time from the pain of vio- 
lent and often disappointed de- 
sire. . Much fatigue, much 
vexation, as well as much van- 
ity, attend that turbulence of 
life in which the younger part of 
mankind are engaged. Amidst 
those keen pursuits and seem- 
ing pleasures for which they 
are envied, they often feel their 
own misery, and look forward 
with a wishful eye to the season 
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of calmness and retreat. If 
old age throw some new dis- | 
tresses into the scale, it lightens, | 
also, the weight of others. | 
Many passions, which formerly | 
disturbed his tranquillity, have | 
now subsided. Many compe- 
titions, which long filled his 
days with disquiet and strife, are 
how at an end. Many afflic- 
tions, which once rent his heart 
with violent anguish, are now 
softened into a tender emotion of 
past woe. In the beginning of 
life there was room for much 
apprehension concerning what 
might befall in its progress. 











His hopes were interrupted by 
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many anxieties and fears. 
Having finished the career of 
labor and danger, his anxiety 
ought of course to lessen. Rea- 
dy toenter into the harbor, he 
can look back as from a secure 
station, upon the perils he has 
escaped, upon the tempest by 
which he was tossed, and upon 
the multitudes who are still en- 
gaged in conflicting with the 
storm.” 

Lastly, we may consider the 
aged Christian as waiting for 
heaven. He has nearly finished 
his work. His race is almost 
run. The conflict will soon be 
over. Behold him calmly re- 
signing his relatives and friends 
tothe careof Jehovah. His eye 
is fixed on the heavenly man- 
sion. He trusts in the merits 
of the Saviour, and, as he gen- 
tly passes on towards the celes- 
tial gate, his heart ascends to 
God in cheerful praises, and 
with heavenly strains he sings, 


“« My God, my everlasting hope, 
I live upon thy truth ; 
Thine hands have held my child- 
hood up, 
And strengthen’d all my youth. 


By long experience I have known 
Thy sov’reign power to save; 
At thy command I venture down 
Securely to the grave. 
When I lie burieddeep in dust, 
My flesh shall be thy care ; 
These with’ring limbs with thee I 
trust, 
To raise them strong and fair” 
Reader, are you drawing near 
to an eternal world ? Has death 
begun his work? Are infirmities 
increasing? Perhaps you are not 
among the number of those 
who are thus exercising faith in 
the divine promise; but, infiu- 
enced by unbelief, and distrac- 
ted with care, are making your 


















































208 


last, your most gloomy days. 
But if you area Christian, why 
indulge unnecessary fears ?— 
why add to the infirmities of 
age, the pains of anxiety, the 
miseries of impatience? Re- 
member what abundaut encour- 
agement is held forth for the 
support of declining age. That 
gracious God, who has adapted 
his sacred word for every state 
and condition of life, hath not 
forgotten those who feel the sor- 
rows of an infirm body, and are 
on the confines of the grave and 
an eternal world. How cheer- 
ing, how appropriate, are his 
promises to such! “ Even to 
your old age I am-he, and even 
to hoar hairs will I carry you : 
i have made, and I will bear ; 
even I will carry and will deliv- 
er you.” Isa. xlvi. 4. “ Thou 
shalt come to thy grave in a 
full age, like as a shock of corn 
cometh in his season.” Job v. 
26. Those that be planted in 
the house of the Lord, shall 
flourish in the courts of our 
God. They shall still bring 
forth fruit in old age ; they shall 
be fat and flourishing.” Psa. 
xcii. 18, 14. Learn to trust, 
therefore, in him who can alle- 
viate every pain ; whose pre- 
sence and promise can bear you 
up, when every thing else is re- 
ceding from you. Be asha- 
med now to distrust him whom 
you have always found faithful. 
Let the wicked be anxious, and 
careful, and miserable in this 
declining season ; but you, who 
have a God, a promise, a guide, 
a Saviour, you should never des- 
pond. 

Consider how soon you will 
be in heaven. It is but a short 
step you have to take. A few 
moments, and the clock will 
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strike your last hour. A sclemn 
hour, indeed ; but an hour above 
all others the most delightful to 
you; an hour in which you 
shall put off the shackles of 
mortality ; the hour in which 
you shall bid adieu for ever to 
all the pains and sins, tempta- 
tions and sorrows, with which 
you have so long conflicted. 
For this happy hour, aged Chris- 
tian, wait with tranquillity. It 
is fast advancing : it will surely 
come. Let your heart rejoice 
in the thought of its arrival. 
Look up to heaven, that you 
may catch a beam of celestial 
glory ; that your countenance 
may yet shine ; and, like a 
faithful servant, listening with 
eager attention to hear that voice 
which will shortly say, “* Come 
up hither, and sit down with 
me on my throne.” 

While, however, it is the di- 
vine will you should be continu- 
ed here, be ever anxious to set 
a good example. How many 
look up to you! How many 
watch your temper, and observe 
your conduct! “ The aged,” 
says the apostle, “ should be 
sober, grave, temperate, sound 
in faith, in charity, and in pa- 
tience.” Tit. ii. 2. Be faith- 
ful to your post. Watch against 
the evils attendant on old age. 
You know the truth ; you have 
long experienced its power. 
The day is now nearly gone, 
the evening is at hand: let the 
sun go down in its glory, and, 
like that luminary, irradiating 
surrounding objects, and reflect- 
ing its splendor even when it- 
self is no longer visible to the 
naked eye. So shall many re- 


joice in your light, and give 


thanks to the Father of Mercies 
that you have been enabled to 








1810.) 


adorn his gospel, and at last to 
die in his service. 

Let young Christians learn to 
revere the aged.’ There is.al- 
ways something venerable in 
age ; but there is something 
beautiful in it, when it is adorn- 
ed with the Christian graces.— 
“It is, indeed, infinitely better 
to be full of grace than full of 
days ; but to be full of days and 
full of grace, what a venerable 
spectacle. ! To be full of years 
and full of faith, full of good 
works, full of the fruits of right- 
eousness which are by Christ, 
how comely and beautiful !’— 
Draw near, young Christians, to 
these venerable characters. Sit 
down at their feet ; light your 
litle taper from their flaming 
torch : ask them the way they 
have come. Respect their re- 
port, listen to their declaration ; 
so shall you obtain wisdom from 
their instruction, prudence from 
their advice, and gatherathou- 
sand fresh motives to go forward 
inthe heavenly path. Remember, 
too, ever to treat them with 
tenderness, bear with their in- 
firmities, intreat their prayers ; 
soften as much as possible every 
care, that they may go down 
tothe grave undisturbed ; and 
bless God in beholding . others 
coming forward to supply the 
places of those whom age has pal-, 
sicd, or death has snatched away. 

My dear reader, do you wish 
to be happy in old age? Then 
learn to be wise while young.— 
To give the first fruits of our 
time to the god of this world, 
and the dregs of our lives to the 
God of Heaven, what an insult! 
No-wonder the old age of some 
is so dreadfully embittered, when 
they have spent all their lives in 
® course of rebellion. 

Vor. INE. No. 6. 
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then, to. give up yourselves im- 
meciately to God, and think not 
of foolishly procrastinating till 
old age comes upon you. There 
are very few instances of aged 
sinners being reformed. Vice 
hardens ; the commission of ev- 
ery sin is like forging a fresh 
chain to bind the soul in misery. 
It is adding strength to corrupt 
nature, and exposing to the 
greatest danger. The very tho’t 
of this should make every man 
tremble who thinks the care of 
his soul necessary, and yet is 
for deferring it to the last part 
of life. But supposing remis- 
sion of sins and repentance to be 
granted at. last, how miserable 
to reflect on the evils committed, 
the long train of painful conse- 
quences that have followed, and 
which, perhaps, can never be 
remedied—no, not in eternity ! 
O how miserable to think ibat I, 
by my awful example, have been 
the occasion of the damnation of 
ason,a daughter, a servant, a 
neighbor! What feelings. must 
I have, what tears must I shed, 
and what an awful gloom will 
be cast over old age ! Let me 
entreat my dear reader, if he 
be still unacquainted with divine 
things, no longer to indulge the 
thought of delay, It is religion 
alone that can make old, age 
pleasant, and death welcome.— 
Holy Spirit, penetrate the heart 
of the uaconcerned. May;they 
seek thee, while thou art .to be 
found. Shew them their mise- 
ry and sinfulness. Lead them 
to the Saviour of sinners! On 
him may they now rest, and, 
when the declining days of life 
shall come, may they go down 
with peace to the grave, and be 
for ever with the Lord ! Amen. 
. { Buck’s Ch, Quidg. 
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On Redemption. 
No. III. 
(Continued from p. 100.) 


N this subject it was propo- 

sed to illustrate the fol- 
lowing sentiment: Through the 
redemption of his freople, God 
will for ever disfilay his grace in 
the highest degree. Respecting 
the divine conduct in redeeming 
the Charch, it has been obser- 
ved, that God formed the plan 
of this work in eternity ; that he 
gave his Son to make an atone- 
ment for the sins of his people ; 
that he gives the Holy Spirit to 
apply to the elect the benefits of 
the atonement ; that he pre- 
serves his people through all 
their conflicts and sufferings in 
the present life ; that he per- 
fects their sanctification, and 
raises any one of his people to 
endless joy and glory in heaven. 
To show that God manifests his 
grace in the highest degree 
though the redemption of his 
people, it has been observed that 
they who are redeemed, are the 
most guilty creatures, yet that 
they receive the greatest bles- 
sings that creatures can enjoy, 
that they receive these blessings 
at the greatest expense ; that m 
effecting the redemption of his 
people, God overcomes the 
greatest opposition; that the 
grace of Godin their redemp- 
tion wil be perceived by every 
rational creature with the deep- 
est sensibility and that this grace 
will continue to be displayedand 
be appearing to every rational 
creature with i increasing bright- 
ness,and ¢loryin the face of Jesus 
Christ for ever and ever, Amen! 
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it is now proposed to of-} 





(Jone; 
fer some reflections, which are 
suggested by the preceding ob- 
servations. 

\. It is very absurd to deny 
the eternal purpose of God res. 
pecting the redemption of his 
people. ‘To his eternal purpose 
the whole work of redemption 
is ascribed in the holy scriptures, 
They who deny the doctrine of 
the divine decrees, as it respects 
the salvation of sinners, deny 
what is plainly taught by the 
Holy Spirit. By denying that 
God has decreed what number 
and what persons shall be saved, 
they do virtuaHy deny that the 
salvation of sinners is thé work 
of God. H God did not, in eter- 
nity, form and fix the plan of re- 
demption from the foundation 
to the top-stone, what reason is 
there forbelieving that the coun- 
sel and agency of God, in any 


‘respect, are coficerned in re- 


deeming sinners ? Todeny the 
purpose of God respecting the 
salvation of sinners, implies that 
God does not effect this great 
work, or that he effects what he 
did not designand determine to 
do. But who, that has the least 
regard to scripture or to reason, 
can be so absurd as to pretend 
that Ged effects what he did not 
design, and determine to per- 
form ? Of all absurdities a deni- 
al of the doctrine of divine de- 
crees, respecting the salvation 
of sinners, is plainly one of the 
greatest that ever was embraced 
in this world of darkness and de- 
lusion. 

Besides, if God did not de- 
vise and decree the redemption 
of his people, the praise and the 
glory of their redemption can- 
not, with any propriety, be ascri- 
bed to him. This sentiment is 
happily illustrated by an author, 
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whose labors impose upon 
the churches an _ obligation 
which too many are unwilling to 
acknowledge. In a discourse 
on the work of redemption, to 
which the writer of these num- 
bers is greatly indebted, he ob- 
serves—* To deny the doctrine 
of the divine decrees, is to rob 
God of all his glory in the work 
of redemption. The apostle 
calls this work, ‘the glorious 
gospelof the blessed God.’ And 
if he devised this wise and be- 
nevolent design, then all the glo- 
ry of it justly belongs to him. 
Itis the dictate of reason, to as- 
cribe the merit or glory of any 
important undertaking ‘to the 
agent who formed ‘the wise and 
useful design. Lf, therefore, be- 
fore the foundation of the world, 
or-the existence of any created 
being, God himself concerted, 
adjusted and adopted the whole 
plan of salvation, the whole glo- 
ry of itis all hisown. The in- 
finite merit of forming a scheme 
infinitely better than any other 
being could have formed, is to 
be wholly ascribed to his bound- 
less wisdom and benevolence. 
But to deny his eternal decrees, 
is to rob him of all this glory, 
and to bring the highest re- 
proach upon his character.— 
Should one person be saved, 
whom he did not intend should 
be saved ; should.ene :person be 
lost, whom he did not intend 
should be lost ; should one pain 
be endured, which he did not in- 
tend should be endured ; should 
one sin be committed, which he 
did not intend should be com- 
mitted ; or, in a word, should 
one event finally take place, 
which he did not intend should 
take place ; it would demon- 
State the imperfection of his 
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nature. And the Jeast natural 
or moral imperfection in the De- 
ity would divest him of all his 
glory, and render him an object 
unworthy of the trust and con- 
fidence of created beings. For, 
if God could, either intentional- 
ly or unintentionally, cither 
cause or suffer any event to take 
place, detrimental to the highest 
good of the universe, no intelli- 
gent creature could have the 
leastsecurity of his happiness,.or 
even of his existence. To de- 
ny, therefore, that 4God compre- 
hended anddeterminedall things 
that ever have existed, or ever 
shall exist, is to rob him of all 
his glory, to subvert the whole 
scheme of redemption, and to 
sap the foundation of all happi- 
ness in the universe. If there 
be any fundamental error, it is 
the denial of the doctrine of the 
divine decrees.” 

2. The scriptural account of 
the work of redemption is per- 
fectly rational. It is indeed 
what the mind of no created be- 
ing, untaught of God, could have 
devised or conceived. When 
sinful worms who are of yester- 
day and know nothing, in the 
pride of their hearts, speak of 
the designs and conduct of God, 
they show that “ the foolishness 
of fools is folly.” Of the pro- 
priety and excellency of the di- 
vine determinations and opera- 
tions we are wholly ignorant, 
until we are so humbled and si- 
lenced as to ‘be still and listen to 
the voice of divine truth, speak- 
ing to us in the blessed Bible. 
When we are willing and desir- 
ous to be taught of God, we ea- 
sily perceive thedivine wisdom, 
and goodness, and glory, shining 
with great beauty in the redemp- 
tion of sinners. ‘To-every per- 
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son, whose natural faculties are 
not under the influence of a de- 
praved heart, the work of re- 
demption appears to be rational, 
because it appears consistent 
with the divine perfections. Can 
a work, which in its origin, exe- 
cution and consequences, ac- 
cords with the perfections of 
God be irrational ? Infidels, who 
form any correct speculations 
respecting the work of redemp- 
tion, profess to believe that it is 
absurd because it implies such 
condescension and humiliation 
in the Creator of the universe. 
What, say they, do you believe 
that the eternal God, for the sake 
of sinful worms, became mani- 
fest in the flesh ? Do you be- 
lieve that He, who created the 
heavens and the earth with all 
their host, took upon himselfour 
nature, so as to be God and man 
in one person, that he was born 
of a woman in a manger, and 
died upon the cross between the 
two thieves ? Such notions are 
most absurd and foolish. Why, 
by a word he could have created 
thousands and millions of holy 
and happy spirits. Do you think 
then that he regards mean and 
sinful worms of the dust with 
such attention, benevolence and 
loving-kindness as the Bible as- 
serts? In such creatures, what 
exists that can attract the atten- 


tion and affection of the supreme 


and eternal Creator ?—From the 
very mouths of these infidels 
we gaina testimony in favor of 
Christianity. You deny the gos- 
pel because it gives such anama- 
zing and overwhelming mani- 
festation of the goodness, com- 
passion and loving-kindness of 
Jehovah. For this very-reason 
we believe and know that Chris- 
tianity is not of men, nor df any 
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created being, butof God. Who, 
but God, could ever have given 
such a description of the divine 
character, designs and conduct, 
as overpowers and confounds, 
from the brightness of their glo- 
ry. the minds of men, and fills 
the angels with wonder, awe and 
love ? What, but the beauty of 
divine goodness in the face of 
Jesus Christ, pains the unholy 
hearts of infidels and throws an- 
guish and wrath into the 
hearts of devils ? From all cre- 
ated objects we turn our eyes to 
the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and we are assured, tho’ 
he be preached to the self-righte- 
ous a stumbling block and to the 
selfconceited foolishness, that he 
is the wisdom of God and the 
power of God to every one, that 
believeth. For in Him we see 
such a fulness of grace and 
truth as we know cannot exist 
but in the eternal, self-existent 
and immutable Creator, Preser- 
ver and Governor of the Uni- 
verse. Because we are called 
fools by infidels and scoffers, 
shall we ever withdraw our eyes 
or our hearts from Emmanuel ? 
If there be a God of infinite per- 
fection, who creates, preserves 
and governs the universe, is not 
his glory concerned in every 
creature and in every event? 
Could he then behold a world of 
rebels sunk in sin and shame 
and death, and feel no concern 
and no compassion for his sin- 
ful and guilty creatures? If to- 
wards such creatures God 
should show no concern and no 
pity, infidels and devils would 
open their mouths against their 
Creator: From his own good- 
ness and compassion God would 
desire to redeem such creatures 
from sin andwoe.if their redemp- 
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tion were -possible. Whether 
a sinful creature could be saved 
from wrath and be restored to 
the divine image, and to the fa- 
vor of God, could be known on- 
ly tothe infinite mind, and to 
such finite minds as receive in- 
structions from the first cause 
of all things. From a revelation, 
which discovers the counsel of 
heaven respecting sinful men, 
we learn that the salvation of 
sinners, who deserve eternal 
death, is possible. We are 
also taught on what foundation, 
and for what purpose, their sal- 
vation is effected. The wisdom 
and the goodness of God de- 
vise the method of salvation, 
the glory of his great name de- 
mands the salvation of sinners, 
and his almighty power delivers 
their souls from eternal death. 
In the redemption of his people 
all the perfections of God are 
fully employed and displayed. 
‘It is written, I will destroy the 
wisdom of the wise, and will 
bring to nothing the understand- 
ing of the prudent. Where is 
the wise ? where is the scribe? 
where is the disputer of this 
world? hath not God made 
foolish the wisdom of this 
world?” Ye self-conceited infi- 
delsand self-righteousPharisees, 
come to the cross of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and learn your fol- 
ly and your wickedness, and no 
more despise the wisdom and the 
goodness of God. Is God a be- 
ing of infinite perfection ? Does 
he not necessarily act according 
to his glorious character ? In 
acting according to his character, 
will he not display the glory of his 
name in the fullest and clearest 
manner? And does he not sodis- 
play his name in the redemption 
of his pcople ? “God who is rich 
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in mercy, for his great love, with 
which he loved us, even when 
we were dead in sins, hath quick- 
ened us together with Christ ; 
by grace ye are saved ; and hath 
raised us up together, and made 
us sit together in heavenly pla- 
ces in Christ Jesus ; that in the 
ages to come he might shew the 
exceeding riches of his grace in 
his kindness towards us through 
Christ Jesus.” . In view of the 
conduct of God and of his mo- 
lives in effecting the redemption 
of his people, who can say with 
the least reason that the scrip- 
tural account of Christianity is 
irrational ? 
(To be continued.) 


ES 


TO THE EDITOR OF THE CON- 
NECTICUT MAGAZINE. 


On the Influences of the Spirit. 


HE scriptures represent 

the effusions or outpour- 
ing of the Divine Spirit under 
the similitude of rain coming 
down upon the earth: 
thall come down like rain upon 
the mown grass, as showers that 
water the earth.” And, when 
thus represented, it is called a 
rain of righteousness. “ It is 
time to seek the Lord till.he 
come and rain righteousness up- 
on you.”—And there isa pecu- 
liar propriety in this represen- 
tation.—As in the bestowment 
of natural rain, so in the bestow- 
ment -of this, God acts as a 
Sovereign. He acts as a Sove- 
reign with regard to the éime of 
sending it. The natural rain 
does not come till the Father of 
the rain, and He that begetteth 
the drops of the dew is pleased 
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to send it. A time of drought 
and a time of rain is under the 
direction of an all-wise Provi- 
dence. Each is sent when it is 
agreeable to his will. It is writ- 
ten—** I will command the 
clouds that they rain no rain 


upon it.” This is ‘sufficient to. 


show that the gift of this natural 
blessing is bestowed when God 


is pleased to bestow it, and with-: 


holden when he is pleased to 
withhold. ‘So it is with arain 
of righteousness. This does 
not come down till God is pleas- 
ed to send it. That he has his 
own particular time for favoring 
his church and people, is evi- 
dent from what is written of the 
church—* The time to favor 
her, yea, the sct t#me, ‘is come.” 
But, notwithstanding God has a 
“set time,” or his own particu- 


i lar time for favoring his church, 


by pouring out his Spirit to en- 
fiven it, and to awaken and bring 
sinners into his kingdom ; still, 
this ought not to be improved 
as a motive to sloth in Chris- 
tians, er as an inducement to 
them to relax their exertions 
for the advancement of his king- 
dom. The more engaged they 
are in prayer for the advance- 
ment of it, and for a rain of 
righteousness, or the influences 
of his’ Spirit to be sent down 
upon them ; the more reason 
they, have to think that his time 
to favor them in this way is not 
far distant. We find it is al- 
most invariably the case, that, 
before a season of general out- 
pouring of God’s Spirit, Chris- 
tians, in some, if not many in- 
stances, are remarkably engaged 
in the duty of prayer. 

God acts as a Sovereign with 
rerard to the subjects on whom, 
and fileccs on which, to send 
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this rain. This idea may, with 
the strictest propriety, be predi- 
cated of the xatural rain, to 
which the influences of God’s 
Spirit are Jikened. And | 
caused it to rain upon one city, 
and caused it not to rain upon 
another city.” So he pours out 
his sfaritual rain and revives re- 
ligion in one place, or even in 
one person, and not in another, 
Fact corroborates this. Some 
places, he visits with copious 
showers of divine grace, or effu- 
sions of his Spirit; while oth- 
ers, he is pleased to pass by. 
And how often it is the case, in 
a time of such general revival 
of religion, or outpouring of the 
Spirit, that God comes into a 
family by his Spirit, and awak- 
ens and converts one in that fa- 
mily, and not another !—How 
shall we account for these 
things Was it for any thing 
that he saw in that one whom he 
took, that he did not see in the 
other, whom he left ; or, was it 
for any thing that that one pre- 
viously did, that the other had 
not done, that induced him to 
pour out his Spirit upon him, to 
awaken, convert, and save him ? 
—No! For, if it were, then it 
is easy for any person of the 
least sagacity to see that the 
grounds on which he was awak- 
ened and converted would have 
been his own doings, or what 
he had previously done ;—and 
the praise of his salvation would 
have been, at least, partly, at- 
tributable to himself :— W here- 
as, the whole, according to the 
scriptures, is due to God. We 
can account for the divine con- 
duct, therefore, in such cases, 
only by resolving it into his 
adorable sovereignty :-—“ Even 
so, Father; for so it seemed 
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good in thy sight.” God is un- 
der no obligation to give us, at 
present, any other reason for 
his conduct in thus doing, than 
this. And with it, every sub- 
missive, humble spirit will be 
contented—resting with entire 
confidence that “the Lord is 
righteous in all his ways ;” that, 
though the dispensations of his 
grace, aswell as of his provi- 
dence, are in many instances 
mysterious ; yet, that justice 
and truth are the habitation of 
his throne —Thus, we see that 
God acts as a Sovereign, with 
respect to his choice either of 
the subjects on whom, or places 
en which, to shed down his 
Holy Spirit “ like rain upon the 
tender herb, or like showers 
spon the grass.” He often 
chooses those, who, in the eyes 
of human judgment and wis- 
dom, would have been the most 
unlikely persons to be made the 
subjects of his grace. It is 
written :—=“* Not many wise 
men after the flesh, not many 
mighty, not many noble are cal- 
led : but God hath chosen the 
foolish things of the world to 
confound the wise; and God 
hath chosen the weak things of 
the world te confound the things 
which are mighty ; and base 
things ef the world; and things 
which are despised, hath God 
chosen ; yea, and things which 
are not, to bring te nought 
things which are ; that no flesh 
should glory in his presence.” 
Divine influence descending on 
the hearts of men, may be liken- 
ed to natural rain in the man- 
ner of its descent. 

Sometimes this rain of right- 
eousness comes down in drofs. 
It is thus, when but here and 
there an individual is awakened 
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and hopefully converted. And 
this is a great favor, when it 
comes down in this manner, 
after a long and tedious spiritu- 
al drought.—Sometimes it de- 
scends in showers. This hap- 
pens, when the outpouring of 
God’s Spirit is. very general, and 
numbers are made its happy 
subjects. Such showers have 
visited many parts of the world, 
of late years ; for which, Chris- 
tians every where have abundant 
reason to be thankful.—Some- 
times this rain descends in a 
stilt and gentle manner ;—when 
the Spirit of God comes like 
a still, small voice,” and gra- 
dually and gently, yet, in the 
end, effectually awakens sinners 
to attend to the things of their 
tpeace. Sometimes it comes as 
with “a rushing mighty wind,’ 
fand attended with thunder and 
‘great terror. This takes place, 
when the awakenings and con- 
victions it produces are sudden 
and powerful—when conscience 
storms the breast and thunders 
in the ear the verdict, guilty, 
and those words of Job respect- 
ing the sinner are verified —“ A 
| dreadful sound is in his ears |’ 

Thus we see how variously 
the Spirit of God operates up- 
on different people ; or, in other 
words, in what ways or in what 
manner this spiritual rain comes 
down. Thus, “there are di- 
versities of operations ; but it 
is the same God which worketh 
all in all.” 

With respcet to the bencficiat 
effects of this rain, it may be ob- 
served, that, as the effects of 
rain on the earth are life, growth 
and fruit ; so this rain of righte- 
ousness descending upon the 
soul, in the first place, produces 
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spiritually dead. And you 
hath he quickened, who were 
dead in ‘tresspasses and sins.” 
Thus, as the natural rain enli- 
vens the face of nature; so 
does this, the face and heart of 
man. As the natural rain soft- 
ens the earth ; so does this, the 
heart. It renders it more capa- 
ble of receiving good impres- 
sions. It meliorates, it softens 
it to such a degree that the seed 
of the word disseminated, 
takes deep root and springs up, 
bearing fruit, some thirty, some, 
six'y, and some, an hundred fold. 

As one effect or consequence 
of natural rain is rapid growth 
and fruitfulness in the vegetable 
kingdom ; so, when a people are 
favored with spirituat rain, with 
showers of divine grace ; the 
consequence is, they then grow 
in grace and Christian knowl- 
edge, and bring forth fruit unto 
holiness. ‘They bring forth the 
fruit of love, peace, joy, holy 
fear, meekness, temperance pa- 
tience, obedience, faith and pray- 
er. How soon do we see a dif- 
ference in the appearance of a 
field of mown grass, or in the 
vegetable world in general, after 
avery needful and refreshing 
shower, from its former appear- 
ance! Every thing looks ver- 
dant, lively and flourishing. So, 
when a shower of grace has 
fallen upon a soul, or upona 
people, every thing in a moral 
point of view wears a new as- 
pect. Inthe language of holy 
description, “ All things have 
become new.” People are then 
lively, flourishing and fruitful in 
holiness. They then make re- 
ligion their chief business, and 
evey thing else a handmaid to it, 
anda thing of secondary con- 
sideration.—Thus much for the 
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effects of arain of righteous- 
ness. 

In view of the preceding re- 
marks, we are led to observe, how 
important it is for those who 
know the way to the throne of 
grace, to be earnest in prayer for 
the effusions of this heavenly 
rain upon the places where they 
reside, and upon the whole 
world of mankind ;*and. what 
encouragement they have to ex- 
press their desires unto God—in 
the closet, in the family, in so- 
cial meetings and in public ! Do 
you not, fellow Christians, stand 
in lamentable need of a rain of 
righteousness in the places in 
which you live? Do you not 
discover, in your own hearts, 
and in the lives of others around 
you, awful signs of a spiritual 
drought ? As in a dry time, 
things in the natural world are 
fast approaching to a combusti- 
ble state, and ripening for noth- 
ing but fuel ; so, are not multi- 
tudes around you fast ripening 
for destruction—fast preparing 
for fuel, to feed the fire of vin- 
dictive wrath ? Instead of life, 
growth and fruitfulness in the 
things of religion, what dead- 
ness, coldness, and. barrenness 
are to be seen, even in those who 
profess to have been made the 
subjects of divine influence ! 
What reason have we to exam- 
ine ourselves! If this rain have 
really fallen upon us, our hard 
hearts have been softened—have 
been dissolved by it into the wat- 
ers of repentance ; we find it 
easy to weep for sin; our souls, 
naturally dead have beensenli- 
vened, and are still so; we still 
feel more or less of the power 
and life of religion in them ; we 
grow too, end flourish, and: pro- 





gress in Christian knowledge 
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and virtue, and bring forth the 
fruits of godliness in our lives 
and conversation. We make 
religion our chief business, and 
every thing else subservient to 
it; and thus act with an eye 
single to the glory of God.— 
And, can these things be said of 
us? If so, let us remember 
where to ascribe the praise: all 
to the free, rich and sovereign 
grace of God,abounding through 
his Son. ** Not unto us, not unto 
us, O Lord, but to thy name give 
glory for thy mercy, and for thy 
truth’s sake.’ O realize the im- 
portance of a shower of divine 
grace, and the perishing need of 
it, both on yourselves and oth- 
ers. To this end, consider, 
that it is only such a shower that 
can soften the fallow ground of 
the beart. It is only this that 
can cause you to grow and flour- 
ish in grace and in the knowl- 
edge of God our Saviour. It is 
only this, that can make fruitful 
in holiness. it is only by this 
spiritual rain falling upon us, 
that the church and kingdom of 
Christ canbe enlarged by multi- 
tudes becoming awakened and 
converted, and God be glorified. 
Yea, it is only by such a shower, 
as we are now pleading with 
you to pray for, that your own 
souls can be refreshed, quicken- 
ed and comforted. What con- 
siderations will raise your de- 
siresto God for it, if these do 
not ? O, let me once more plead 
with youto feel your need of 
such a blessing, that you might 
plead with God for it in sinceri- 
ty and fervency of spirit. If 
your desires for this blessing 
were in proportion to its value, 
you would—you could not but 
cry for it night and day. Let 
the moral state of your fellow 
Vox. III: No, 6. 
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sinners around you, and the aw- 
ful, prevailing stupidity and in- 
attention te eternal things, that is 
abroad in the world, deeply af- 
fect your hearts and excite in 
you desires, ardent desires, for 
universal effusions of the Holy 
Spirit ;—and then go, and ex- 
press them all to God. You 
have abundant encouragement 
soto do. For, it is written :— 
“ The desires of the righteous 
shall be granted.” And God 
has given us to understand that 
he has “ never said to the seed 
of Jacob, Seek ye me in vain.” 
He has declared too that he is 
more willing to give his Holy 
Spirit tothem that ask him, than 
parents are to give good gifts 
unto their children. Do you not 
believe these declarations ? Then 
come to God, relying upon his 
truth and faithfulness—believ- 
ing that heis, and that he is the 
rewarder of them that diligently 
seek him ;—and earnestly be- 
seech him that he would visit us 
with the influences of his grace, 
like showers on the mown grass 
—that religion might be revi- 
ved, Christ’s kingdom built up 
among us,. God glorified, and 
souls saved.—Remember that 
though your prayers may, for 
wise reasons, (perhaps for the 
trial of your faith and sincerity) 
not be immediately answered ; 
yet, they wi// be sooner or later, 
on. condition that you continue 
in prayer.” If not answered, 
while living ; yet they will be 
when you are dead. So that 


“‘ It shan’t be said that 9 
breath 
“ Was ever spent in vain.— 
“ This —a known when you are 
ead.” 


And should God be pleased, 
for wise reason, for the present 
Dd 
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to withhold the influences of his 
Spirit—the sweet, the soft, the 
enlivening and fruitful showers 
of his grace, notwithstanding 
your importunity therefor; yet 
be thankful for the few drops 
which you may have experien- 
ced :—-and receive consolation 
from the idea, yea, rejoice in the 
prospect, that a complete fulfil- 
ment of the promises remains 
yet to take place. These have 
been only partially, and never 
eompletely or wholly fulfilled. 
There have been but drops in 
most places ; and showers in 
but few. Buta glorious period 
is coming when they shall have 
acomplete, a universal fulfilment 
—when Christ, by his Spirit, 
“ shall come down like rain up- 
on the mown grass,” in far more 
extensive and copious showers, 
than he ever has yet done ;— 
when “ all shall know him from 
the greatest even untothe least ;” 
when every heart, of course, shall 
be made soft by these showers, 
and every soul fruitful im holi- 
ness and flourishing in grace. 
To this period, we may look 
forward, by an eye of faith, with 
comfort and joy ;—and know- 
ing that it is to be brought a- 
bout through means and efforts, 
should contribute our mite in 
various ways, particularly by 
prayer, for its speedy advance- 
ment. And, may God hasten it 
in his time ! PARVUS. 
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Report of the Directing Commit- 
tee of the Connecticut Bible So- 
ciety ; exhibited to the Society 
at their meeting, May 10, 1810. 


To the Connecticut Bible Socie- 
ty, the Directing Committee 
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beg leave to submit the fol- 
lowing Report : 


T will, perhaps, be expected 
of the Committee, that, in 
this, their first annual communi- 
cation, they concisely exhibit a 
retrospective view of the object 
sought, and of the measures 


} adopted, from the commence- 


ment of the institution. 

The object of the Society was 
two-fold. Although its parts, in 
their nature and intended conse- 
quences, are altogether similar, 
yet, on some accounts, they 
seemed worthy of distinct con- 
sideration. 

Of these, one was the perma- 
nent welfare of sach individuals 
and families, in the old and new 
settlements of our country, as 
are accomplishing their trials 
for eternity, and hastening to 
the judgment of God, without 
the Bible to guide them in safe- 
ty. Onsuch, when found, the 
Society bound themselves, as 
far as the means should be fur- 
nished, gratuitously to bestow 
the Holy Scriptures, in the com- 
mon version, without note or 
comment. 

But these did not form the 
principal part of the Society’s 
object. To come forward, and 
join the efforts, and add strength 
to the exertions of other Bible 
Societies through the Christian 
world ; to assist in extending, 
as rapidly as possible, the know- 
ledge of revealed truth and sal- 
vation, in every language, anc 
among all nations, constituted 
the chief branch of the design. 

With this interesting and so- 
lemn object clearly defined and 
explained, together with the 
constitution and organization of 
the Socicty, the public ‘were 
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early made acquainted. By con- 
siderations taken from the ruin- 
ed condition of souls that are 
unacquainted with the redemp- 
tion and way of peace towards 
God, proclaimed in the Bible, 
the well disposed of every de- 
nomination were invited to lend 
their aid, as he had given them 

wer, to the charity thus in- 
tended. Such explanations were 
added as,it is hoped, have prov- 
ed satisfactory to the few, who 
appeared, in some measure, to 
misapprehend, at first, the de- 


sign and the duty of this under- | 


taking. As far as the Commit- 
tee have been informed, the ob- 
ject of the Society has met with 
very general approbation. In- 
deed, it is needless to say, that 
the contrary was impossible. 
None but those, who have never 
spiritually discerned the divine 
beauty of the Scriptures, can 
disapprove measures, whose on- 
ly tendency is to promote the 
universal enjoyment of the Bi- 
ble. 

Without loss of time, the 
Committee, after the organiza- 
tion of the Society, made every 
arrangement requisite for the 
correct transaction of the So- 
ciety’s concerns, A system 
was adopted for the regulation 
of each article pertaining to 
the receipt and expenditure of 
the monies that were to be re- 
ceived ; for the liquidation and 
settlement of the Treasurer’s 
accounts ; and for the purchase 
and distribution of Bibles. 

As every member for life is 
entitled, by the constitution, to 
two Bibles annually, a perma- 
nent Fund appeared indispensi- 
ble for securing to the Society 
the means of punctually fulfill- 
mg this engagement. Such a 
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Fund has, therefore, been estab- 
lished, and the superintendence 
of it committed. 

Extensive enquiries were in- 
stituted for the purpose of dis- 
covering the cheapest, plainest, 
and best editions of the sacred 
volume. The preference was, 
in the result, given to the Hart- 
ford impression, as best adapt- 
ed to the wishes of the Society, 
and to the expectations of the 
public. 

The time of completing the 
first edition, however, was such 
as put it out of the Committee’s 
power to purchase, for charita- 
ble. distribution, until near the 
beginning of the current year. 
When the Bibles were finished, 
public notice was given, and 
such members of the Society 
were supplied, as made appli- 
cation. " 

By the preceding statement 
it will appear, that the Society’s 
effective operations, in discover- 
ing and supplying the objects of 
this sacred bounty, commenced 
within the last six months. It 
will likewise be seen, that the 
circumstances, requiring delay, 
were imperious, 

The Treasurer has already 
received the sum of $1360 70. 
Of this sum, 560 Dellars are 
appropriated to a permanent 
Fund ; $462 94 have been ex- 
pended in the purchase of Bi- 
bles, and in contingent expenses, 
viz. for printing and stationary, 
and for the transportation ‘of 
Bibles ; leaving a balance of 
$337 76 now in the Tr-asury.* 
The Committee have purchased 
723 Bibles ; of these, 220 have 
been delivered to subscribers, 





* See the Statement of the Funds 
at the end of this Report. 
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307 have been distributed gra- 
tuitously, and 196 are now on 
hand, ready for distribution, 
when called for by any persons 
who are disposed to take an 
agency in the business. From 
information received from va- 
rious quarters, the Committee 
are led to believe that the Bibles 
now on hand, together with 
what can be purchased by the 
money in the Treasury, will 
soon be disposed of ; and indeed 
that much more money will 
soon be wanted to carry into ef- 
fect the benevolent designs of 
the institution.t 

Compared with similar So- 
cieties, in the United States, 
and in distant regions of the 
Christian world, little, perhaps, 
may, at first view, seem to have 
been accomplished by this. The 
Committee, however, have done 
what they had the means of do- 
ing. And the consideration of 
every circumstance will make 
it appear, there is great reason 
for devout and thankful ac- 
knowledgment. 

No more than a beginning 
has yet been made. The time 
has permitted nothing further 
than this to be justly expected. 
Nevertheless, it isa beginning 
highly propitious and encourag- 
ing. Those that know the riches 
of God’s Word are already bles- 
sing him for this institution. 

Is not the highest possible 
authority necessary to give and 
to sanction laws that shall re- 
strain depraved mankind from 
indulging the enormity of licen- 
tious appetite and malignant 





+ Since this Report was present- 
ed to the Society, the whole of the 
Bibles mentioned as on hand have 
been disposed of. =~ 
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passion, amidst the enticing in- 
tercourse of the world? With- 
out rules of life founded on such 
authority, can the conscience 
be impressed with the fear of 
consequences, that must be suf- 
fered as the appointed wages of 
iniquity? Can any thing but 
this effectually secure the prac- 
tice of truth, equity, and kind- 
ness ? 

But do not the Scriptures con- 
tain a perfect system of such 
laws, given and sanctioned by 
such authority ? » Are they not, 
therefore, essential to the peace 
and prosperity of mankind, on 
the earth ? 

Is not the soul of every one 
to be saved or lost? And is not 
our only way of salvation made 
known in the scriptures? Is 
there any other name, under 
heaven, given among men, be- 
sides that of Christ, by which 
the soul can be saved ? 

Must not, therefore, the worth 
of a single Bible surpass the 
powers of human description 
and thought ? How far, then, 
beyond the power of creatures 
to calculate, must be the good, 
of which the foundation is alrea- 
dy laid by the benevolence of 
this Society !: Numbers, who, 
only a few months since, had no 
Bibles, for either themselves or 
their families to read, have now, 
by the smiles of heaven upon 
these works of charity, the 
means of learning, how the liv- 
ing God commands them to feel 
and to conduct themselves to- 
wards mankind—and, above all, 
have now the means of learning 
not only in the sanctuary, but in 
their families and their closets, 
what they must do to be saved. 
Much greater numbers, it is ho- 
ped, both in cur own country and 
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in popish and pagan lands, will 
be favored with the same enjoy- 
ments, by the future efforts of 
this, combined with those of oth- 
er Societies. 

It is thought proper to men- 
tion further, in this report, that 
the subscriptions have not, the 
first year, been general, through 
the state. In this city, how- 
ever they have been generous. 
The cause has here been patron- 
ized and supported, toa degree 
highly honorable, and worthy of 
a Christian people. Respecta- 
ble individuals, in other places 
also, have honored the Christian 
character and professson by the 
extent of their liberality. 

The Committee feel a persua- 
sion, that those friends of God 
and his salvation, by whom noth- 
ing has, the season past, been 
done to assist in the accomplish- 
ment of the Society’s purposes, 
have not indulged themselves in 
this neglect, through any disap- 
probation of the institution. It 
is apprehended, rather, that the 
omission has been the conse- 
quence of a disposition too pre- 
valent, even among good people 
to postpone in many particulars, 
the performance of present du- 
ty. The Committee, therefore, 
expect and trust that the hands 
of the Society will be strengthen- 
ed by increased exertions. They 


expect and trust, that those, who | 


wish well to the best interests of 
mankind, will more generally 
concern themselves to find the 
destitute, in their own respective 
vicinities, and to procure the 
means of their supply. 

It was apprehended, - when 
the institution originated, that 
the whole number of those 
in Connecticut, and in New 
England generally, who had no 
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‘Bibles was not inconsiderable ; 


though, in comparison with the 
people of other regions, it 
might be small.. As the Com- 
mittee have already declared, 
it was judged right to make 
these the objects of early regard 
in the distribution of the Scrip- 
tures. 

But together with a supply of 
these, the Committee have vo- 
ted to send Bibles to the new 
settlements on our western bor- 
ders, and will embrace the first 
opportunity that shall present 
for transmitting them. On cre- 
dible authority it is affirmed, 
that many in Canada who use 
the English tongue are desti- 
tute of the Holy Scriptures. 
These will undoubtedly receive 
Bibles from the Society, as 
soon as circumstances shall per- 
mit. 

The Committee likewise re- 
peat, that a thorough enquiry 
for the purpose of finding the 
destitute among ourselves has 
been made, but in a few instan- 
ces. As far, however, as the 
investigation has taken place, 
more have been found without 
Bibles than had been exprected: 
The conclusion is inevitable. 
Numbers, in these more ancient 
settlements, still remain desti- 
tute of God’s written word. 

And here may not the ques- 
tions be solemnly asked ; How 
long shall this continue to be 
their lamentable condition ? 
How many of that number will 
believers in the divine inspira- 
tion of the Bible Icave to be 
summoned, in the state of the 
heathen, to the bar of God ¢ 
How many will they leave to be 
called from a Christian land be- 
fore his tribunal ; how many 
whom the want of Bibles per- 
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mits to remain careless and ig- 
norant of the: great salvation ; 
and who must be exposed to ve- 
ry awful aggravations of the hea- 
then’s deom ? How many of the 
number thus liable to perish, 
may it be hoped, that the gift 
of the Bible will be the blessed 
means of * plucking as brands 
from the burning? ” 

The Committee, in this view 
of the subject, would press the 
careful consideration of its im- 
portance, on the minds of the 
members, and on all that be- 
lieve the words of eternal life. 
They hope, that exertions will 
not be remitted, Rather, they 
trust, that the friends of God, 
and of souls, will engage, with 
encreased fervency of zeal, to 
discover the destitute of Bibles 
in our county ; to procure the 
means of supplying the Holy 
Scriptures ; and to assist in the 
communication of these pre- 
cious treasures to the remotest 
regions of the habitable earth. 

Is not moral—is not religious 
obligation perpetual and invinci- 
ble ? Is there not found in this 
obligation an argument which 
cannot be set aside? “ Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as thy- 
self.” Is not this a rule of du- 
ty that is perfect, indispensible, 
and equally binding upon eve- 
ry person ? 

Do not the remarkable signs 
of the times, likewise display 
the argument ina light pecul- 
larly perspicuous and impres- 
sive ? Is not the age marked, on 
the one hand, as an eraof exer- 
tion, hitherto unknown, to ex- 
tend, over the globe, the knowl- 
edge of redemption and salva- 
tion—on the other, as a period 
wnparalleled in open hostility to 
God ; in a denialof Deity 
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Christ ; and ina philosophic de- 
fiance of his holy indignation 
against the unrighteousness of as 
many as reject his counsel ? 

Is not the argument enforced, 
also, by the version itself which 
this Society is pledged to circu- 
late—a version in which abi- 
ding consolation is administered 
to the broken in heart, through 
the atoning blood of Jesus, in 
connexion with regeneration by 
the Holy Spirit, and disinteres- 
ted love to God? How impor- 
tant is the diffusion of this, 
while other versions, bearing a 
recent date, and originating 
in the proud  self-sufhiicency 
of aheart wholly depraved, ver- 
sions that wrest the scriptures of 
God; that turn his saving truth 
into a lie; bring in damnable 
heresies ; bewilder the under- 
standing in the mazes of its 
own misconceptions ; and har- 
den and fix the soul in its na- 
tive state of fitness for perdition, 
are, with impious industry, ob- 
truded on the world. 

But it is the unfailing joy of 
the righteous to know, that 
the truth of God shall endure 
and be triumphant. The king- 
dom of Christ, whoever may 
be the favored instruments of 
his work, will prevail, till “ the 
earth shall be filled with the 
knowledge of the Lord, as the 
waters cover the seas.” His 
Word shall run and be glorified. 

Undoubtedly, by the preach- 
ing of the gospel, and by the cir- 
lation of the uncorrupted scrip- 
tures, the kingdoms of this world 
are to become the kingdoms of 
Christ. All this, however, ac- 
cording tothe economy of his 
gracious dispensations, will be 
affected instrumentally by the 
cnertions of his people. Of 
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these, it is the distinguished 
honor, the inexpressible joy, 
that he condescends te employ 
them as workers together with 
himself, in the accomplishment 
of his merciful purposes. 

Who, then, in the: exercise 
of rational consideration, -can 
avoid fervent longings to ex- 
perience this joy—to partici- 
pate in this honor? And who 
can hope for a blessedness, in 
its nature, so pure and per- 
fect, but those servants of 
Christ, that find themselves rea- 
dy, at every call, as-he gives 
them power, to assist in the dif- 
fusion of his word among all the 
accountable inhabitants of the 
earth ? 

In connexion with the knowl- 
edge and love of the truths re- 
vealed in this best of books, 
company, numerous beyond the 
powers of human calculation, 
will eventually -be brought to 
everlasting life. - Conducted by 
this, “ They shall come from 
the east and from the west, from 
the north and from the south, 
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and shall sit down with Abras 
hat, and Isaac, and Jacob, in the 
kingdom of God.” Conducted 
by this, “ A great multitude, 
which no man can number, of 
all nations, and kindreds, and 
} people, and tongues shall stand 
| before the throne, and before the 
Lamb, clothed with white robes, 
and palms in their hands.” 
What servant of Emmanuel 
-can feel indifferent to the circu- 
lation of the “ blessed volume” 
‘that guides to this glory! And 
how animating and precious 
must be the fersonal hope sup- 
ported by evidence arising from 
-deeds of evangelical charity !” 
And the King shall answer and 
}say unto them, “ Verily I say 
Funto you, In as much as ye have 
done it unto one of the least of 


ajthese my brethren, ye have 


done it unto me—Enter ye into 
the joy of your Lord.” 
In the name of the Directing 
Committee, 
ABEL FLINT, Clerk, 
Hartford, May 9, 1810, 
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Statement of the Funds of the Connecticut Bible 
Society. . 


No. 


Donations to the Society, from 


Wait Agernetuy, Washington, 
Stedman Adams, Esq. Hartford, 


Miss Jerusha Allen, Windham, 
Asa Andrews, Farmington, 
Dr. Leonard Bacon, Hartford, 


Rev. Shubael Bartlett; East reat 


Miles Beach, Hartford, -- 
Josiah Beckwith, do. - 
Joel Beecher, Farmington, 


Rey. Joshua Belden, -Wethersficld, 





1. 
May 11, 1809, to May 9, 1810. 


$ 50 
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Hezekiah Belden, Esq. Wethersfield, + ~~ $ 3,00 
John Bennett, Hlartford, - - - . 3 
Titus L. Bisscll, do. ° ° é m 3 
Tsaac Bliss, do. = « - é 40 
Alfred Bliss, do. - - ~ ° a 
David Bostwick, do. . ° « * 3 
Hon. Jonathan Brace, do. . . . e 3 
William Bradley, Esq. do. - . ° . 3 
Ezra Brainard, Haddam, ah oan ng . 3 
Calvin Brainard, do. - ° ° e m 3 
Daniel Buck, Hartford, - - ° 40 
Tsaac Bull, do. - - - . 3 
Thomas Bull, do. - - - ° 3 
Tsaac D. Bull, do. : - - - 3 
Marcus Bull, do. - - . é 5 
Martin Bull, Farmington, - ° . . 1 
Russell Bunce, Hartford, - - : ° 40 
Samuel Burr, do. - - - ° 3 
Horace Burr, do. - . - - 3 
George Caldwell, do. - . - ° 3 
SamuelC. Camp, do. - - ° » 3 
Sheldon W. Cande, Esq. do. - - - 3 
oa ee Hon. Epaph. Champion, East Haddam, - ° 3 
A i Sylvester Chapman, do. - - - 3 
gas ie ‘Thomas Chester, Esq. Hartford, - * s 3 
| Hit Dr. Mason I’. Cogswell, do. - - . 5 
ee |: Elisha Colt, Esq. do. WP Naat Foi 3 
oan On Joshua Cone, East Haddam, - “ “ 3 
eae Oliver D. Cooke, Hartford,  - - e . 3 
UPR AEE Horace Cowles, Farmington, . ° “ 3 
en ee Samuel Danforth, Hartford, - - ‘ , 3 
a hp Hon. John Davenport, Stamford, = - . ‘ 3 
at || Thomas Day, Esq. Hartford, Gig TH 3 
Seb | Miss Hannah B. Dayton, Washington, — - ~ 20 
eee BL || | Jonathan W. Edwards, Esq. Hartford, eed al 3 
REE |) | Eli Ely, do. A . . 3 
aa | Mrs. Fellows, North Milford, a ‘ . 1 
wee tt} | Rev. Abel Flint, Hartford, . . : ‘ 3 
Dee th} |.) Erastus Flint, ~~ do. - —s- ? 5 
1) Peter W. Gallaudet, do. - “ . 4 3 
meee. | Selden Gates, Ghatham, ies) Tle ARE ade 5 
eB Rev.. Ebenezer Gay, Sufield, - ° - 3 
Ae Erastus Gay, Farmington, - - . é 3 
EL! | Daniel Gillet, Windsor, - - - . 3 
eit | Peter B. Gleason, Hartford, re 3 
et ae David Gleason, Farmington, "ead ‘ 3 
( i | | Hon. Calvin Goddard, Norwich, a ~ 3 
\ mie | Hon. Chauncey Goodrich, Hartford, - - 3 
A George Goodwin, ee Ase: Pe 
‘et | George Goodwin, Jun. do. “ ‘ . 3 
oe ea 
yar 
iF a 
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Caleb Goodwin, Hartford,- -- - -« $ 3400 
Rev. Henry Grew, do. - - ° 3 
Horatio G. Hale, _— do. > - . 3 
Rev: Prince Hawes, Glastenbury, ° 3 
Elijah Hazen, Washington, ae 3 
William Hills, Hartford, - Riedl 5 
James Hinsdale, do. « é a ; 
Jeremiah Hoadley, do. ° ° * 3 
Miss Hannab Hooker, Windsor, * 40 
Daniel Hopkins, Hartford, - - - 3 
Barzillai Hudson, do. .. a P 40 
Henry Hudson, de. . 40 
Hon. Jedidiah Huntington, New-Londes, 5 
Jabez Huntington, Norwich, - 

Rev. Evan Johns, Berlin, - 


Rev. Walter King, Norwich, 
Rev. Asa King, Pomfret, - 
Charles B. King, Hartford, 
Andrew Kingsbury, Esq. do. 
Oliver Kingsbury, do. 
Normand Knox, do. 
James Lanman, Esq. Norwich, 
James Lathrop, Hartford, 
Jonathan Law, Esq. do. -- 
William Lawrence, do. ° 
Joseph Lynde, do. - 
Rev, Walter Lyon, Pomfret, 
Rev. John Marsh, D. D. Wethersfield , 
Dyer M’Call, Franklin, - 
Walter Mitchel, Esq. Hartford, - 
Simon Mitchel, Washington, 
Hon. Jonathan O. Mosely, East- Haddam, 
William Mosely, Esq. Hartford, 
Henry Newberry, do. - 
Rey. Samuel Nott, Franklin, . 
Dr. George Olcott, Wethersfield, 
Rev. Thaddeus Osgood, Burlington, Vt. 
William Palmer, East-Haddam, 
Rev. Elijah Parsons, do. - 
Mrs. Ruth Patten, Hartford, 
Enoch Perkins, Esq. do. - 
Edward Perking, do. - 
Hezekiah Perkins, Norwich, 
Anson G. Phelps, Hartford, 
Samuel Pitkin, Esq. East-Hartford, 
Rev. Ebenezer Porter, Washington, 
tev. Noah Porter, jun. Farmington, 
Noah Porter, do. - 
Elijah Porter, do. - 
George Porter, do. . 
Vou, III. No. 6. 


50 
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David Porter, Hartford, °- -« ° +8 3100 
Harry Pratt, do. - - 3 
George S. Rathbone, Newport, R. % - 3 
Abner Reed, Hartford, oe lag 
Samuel Richards, Esq. Formington, - 3 
Rev. Thomas Robbins, East-Windsor, 3 
Joseph Rogers, Hartford, - - - 40 
Rensselaer Rose, do. ° © e 3 
Thomas Rotch, do. - - - 3 
Jared Scarborough, do. - - - 8 
Rev. Erastus Scranton, Milford, . - 3 
Rev. Daniel Selden, East-Haddam, - 3 
Charles Seymour, Hartford, - - 3 
Orson Seymour, do. - - ° sf 
David Sherman, New-Haven, - - 3 
Charles Sherman, do. - ° ° 3 
Henry Sherman, do. - - 3 
Ichabod L. Skinner, Esq. Hartford, - - §=640 
Hon. John Cotton Smith, Sharon, - 50 


Elnathan Smith, Berlin, - 
Normand Smith, Hartford, 
Solomon Smith, Esq. do. 

Rey. David Smith, Durham, 
Joseph Steward, Hartford, - 
Eleazer Talman, Chatham, 
Solomon Taylor, Hartford, 
Eliphalet Terry, jun. do. - 
Seth Terry, Esq. do. . 
Thomas Tilestone, do. - 
Silvanus Tinker, East-Haddam, 
Joseph Trumbull, Esq. Hartford, 
Moses Tryon, jun. do. - 
Rev. Lemuel Tyler, Preston, 
Rev. William F.-Vaill, Guilford, 
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Daniel Wadsworth, Esq. Hartford, 4 
Edward Watkinson, - do. - 4 
David Watkinson, do. ~ 

Rev. Moses C. Welch, Mansfield, 

James H. Wells, Hartford, ~ 


William Whitman, do. 

Ezekiel Williams, Esq. Wethersfield 
John Williams, Esq. - do. - 
Thomas S. Williams, Esq. Hartford, 
Rev. Samuel P. Williams, Mansfield, 
Rev. Andrew Yates, Kast Hartford, 
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Statement of the Fundé. 


Young Ladies’ Cent Society, in Hartford, including 
$ 18 50 from Mrs. Patten’s scholars, - - 18 65 
Female Association, Washington, : ° 10 
M. T. H. - - - - - ° » 25 
A Friend in Windsor, - - ° 3 
do. New-Haven, - : . 3 
do. do. - - - - ° 3 
do. Hartford, - - - - - 3 
do. do. - - : - ° 0 
A Lady of Washington, - - - ° 2 
do. Windsor, - : - - . 1 
do. do. - - - - ° 1 
do. do. - - - - ° a) 
Cash, - - - ° ° - “ ‘ 0 
Avails of Sermons, Star in the East, - - § $8 
Interest on Money loaned, . - : . 10 

$| 1360; 70 








—<ae> 


NO. 2. 
Disbursements by order of the Directing Committee. 


For 723 Bibles, : * 


For printing, stationary, and boxes for Bibles for 


transportation, - - 


‘- $433 82 


29 12 





462 94 


a 
NO. 3. 


Treasurer’s Account Current. 


. §Connecticut Bible Society in Account with Joseph Rogers as 
Dr. ; thelr Treasurer. cial Cr. 


To paid sundry Orders 
drawn by the Commit- 











By Amount of Donations 
from sundry persons, 

















tee, amounting as per named in statement 
statement No. 2.-----to-----462 94; No. 1, 1172 62 
ToBalance carried tonew _ | By sundry Donations from 
Account, 897 76| persons not named, as 
per statement No. 1.------—-119 28 
By avails of sermons, Star 
in the East, 58 55 
By Interest on money loan- 
$ 1360 70}. ed, 10 25 
See | » 
Permanent Fund,-------------560 | $ 1360 70 
To be expended,--------------337 76 —_ 
———— | By Balance carried to new 
$897 76} Account, % 897 76 
—— —=—— 


Hartford, May 9, 181¢. 





JOSEPH ROGERS, Treasurer. 
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228 Statement of the Funds. 


Donations to the Society from May 9, 1810, 
Accounts were audited, to May 21, when 
to the press. 


Jeremiah Atwater, New-Haven, - -— 


Rev. Azel Backus, Bethlem, - - - 
Brenton Barnard, Litchfield, 
Rev. Amos Bassett, Hebron, 
Rev. James Beach, Winsted, - - . 
Ebenezer Benton, jun. Litchfield, - - 
James Boyd, Winchester, - - - 


Mrs. Ann Bronson, Waterbury, . 


Rev. Calvin Chapin, Wethersfield, - : 
Rev. Amos Chase, Litchfield, . - 
Jabez Clarke, Esq. Windham, - - - 
Charles Coe, Esq. Durham, - - 
Samuel Curtiss, do. - - « 
Hon. John Davenport, Stamford, 
Rev. Timothy Dwight, D. D. New-Haven, 


Gad Farnham, Litchfield, - : 
Miss Rhoda Farnham, do. i. = ~ 
William Foot, Durham, - - - : 
James Frisby, Bethlem, - - - ° 
Samuel Hall, Durham, - . « - 


Simeon Harrison, Litchfield, 
Horace Higley, Winchester, : 
Bissell Hinsdale, do. eT te! se - 
Eli Hotchkiss, New-Haven, . 

rs. Ann Huntington, New-London, __ - 


Miss E. W. Huntington do. - 
Miss. F.T. Huntington, do. . 
Daniel Huntington, do. 
Thomas Huntington, do. -*% 
John Johnson, Durham, 

James Lee, New-London, 


James Lewis, do. - > | 4 
Abiel Loomis, Winchester, -. % ‘ 
Rev. Abel M‘Ewen, A peas . 


Elijah Mills, Windsor, = - 
James Morris, Esq. Litchfield, 
Thomas Mumford, Cayuga, N. Y. 
Mrs. Mary Mumford, do. - 
Abner Newton, Durham, . 
Reuben Newton, do. - - 


Leveret Norton, do. - 


Dan Parmele, a : 
Levi Parmele, a. s ba 4 ; 
Joel Parmele, do. - - 4 
James Pierpont, Litchfield, : rs 


Levi Platt, Winchester, - 
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when the Treasurer’s 
the Report, &c. went 
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1810.] Some Account of the Sandemaniana. 

Reuben Rice, New-Haven, - - » x $3 
Guy Richards, New-London, - - ° ° 20 
Rev. Ammi R. Robbins, Norfolk, - ° ° 3 
Alpha Rockwell, Winchester - - : - $ 
Solomon Rockwell, do. - . - © 3 
Eli Sanford, Litchfield, - = - - : ° 3 
Henry Sherman, New-Haven, - - - 3 
Joseph Skiff, Windham, - - ° , 3 
Rev. David Smith, Durham, - - - ° $ 
Rev. Peter Starr, Warren, - ° ° “ 3 
Rev. William F. Vaill, Guilford, = - - - \ 
Samuel Waugh, Litchfield,  - ° ° ° 3 
Morris Woodruff, do. - ° ° . 3 
Trustees of the Hale donation, - - ° 40 
A Female friend, Bolton, - ° ° ° 20 
A friend, Hampton, - - ° ° é 10 
A Female friend, New-Haven, Pe bS® cya 5 
A friend, do. : : ° ’ 0 

$546 | 50 
—— 
—= Bo 


Some aecount of the Sandema- 
Mans. 


ANDEMANIANS, a sect 
that originated in Scotland 
about the year 1728 ; where it is, 
at this time, distinguished by the 
name of Glassites, after its foun- 
der, Mr. John Glas, who was a 
minister of the established 
church in that kingdom ; but 
being charged with a design of 
subverting the national covenant, 
and sapping the foundation of all 
national establishments, by main- 
taining that the kingdom of 
Christ is not of this world, was 
expelled from the synod by the 
church of Scotland. His sen- 
iments are fully explained ina 
tract, published at that time, en- 
uitled, “ The Testimony of the 
King of Martyrs,” and preserved 
in the first volume of his works. 
In consequence of Mr. Glas’s 





expulsion, his adherents form- 





ed themselves into churches, 
conformable, in their institution 
and. discipline, to what they ap- 
prehended to be the plan of the 
first churches recorded in the 
New ‘Testament. Soon after 
the year 1755, Mr. Robert San- 
deman, an elder in one of these 
churches in Scotland, published 
a series of letters addressed to 
Mr. Hervey, occasioned by his 
Theron and Aspasio, in .which 
he endeavors to shew that his 
notion of faith is- contradictory 
to the scripture account of it, 
and could only serveto lead men, 
professedly holding the doc- 
trines called Calvinistic, to cstab- 
lish their own righteousness up- 
on their frames, feelings, and 
acts of*faith. In these letters 
Mr. Sandeman attempts to prove 
that justifying faith is no more 
than a simple belief of the truth, 
or the divine testimony passive- 
ly received by the understand- 





—— 





mas aN 















































































































280 


ing ; and that this divine testi- 
mony carries in itself sufficent 
ground of hope to every one 
who believes it, without any 
thing wrought in us, or done by 
us, to give it a particular direc- 
tion to ourselves 

Some of the popular preach- 
ers, as they were called, had 
taught that it was of the essence 
of faith to believe that Christ is 
ours ;* but Mr. Sandeman con- 
tended, that that which is believ- 
ed in true faith is the éruth, and 
what would have been the truth, 
though we had never believed it. 
They dealt largely in calls and 
mvitations to repent and believe 
in Christ, in order to forgive- 
ness ; but he rejects the whole of 
them, maintaining that the Gos- 
pel contained no offer but that 
of evidence, and that it was 
merely a record or testimony to 
he credited. They had taught 
that though acceptance with 
God, which included the for- 
giveness of sins, was merely on 
account of the imputed right- 
eousness of Christ, yet that none 
was accepted of God, nor for- 
given, till he repented of his 
sin, and received Christ as the 
only Saviour : but he insists that 
there is acceptance with God 
through Christ for sinners, 
while such, or before “ any act, 





* So far as the popular preachers 
{so called by the writer) supposed 
the essence of a saving faith, to con- 
sist in believing that Christ is ours, 
or died for us in particular, they 
were doubtless erroneous. This is 
a dangerous article of Antinomian- 
ism. A person may have a saving 
faith, and still be ignorant of his 
justified state. Both the Antino- 
mian and Sandemanian faith may ex- 
ist without personal holiness. With- 
out holiness no man can see God. 

EDITOR. 
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exercise, or exertion of their 
minds whatsoever ;” consequent- 
ly before repentance : and that 
“a passive belief of this quiets 
the guilty conscience, begets 
hope, and so lays the founda- 
tion for love.” It is by this pas- 
sive belief of the truth that we, 
according to Mr. Sandeman, are 
justified, and that boasting is ex- 
cluded. If any act, exercise or 
exertion of the mind, were ne- 
cessary to our being accepted of 
God, he conceives there would 
be whereof to glory ; and justi- 
fication by faith could not be 
opposed, as it is in Rom. iv. 4, 
5, to justification by works. 
Theauthors to whom Mr.San- 
deman refers, under the title of 
“‘ popular preachers,” are Flavel, 
Boston, Guthrie, the Erskines, 
&c. whom he has treated with 
acrimony, and contempt. “I 
would be far,” says he, “ from 
refusing even to the popular 
preachers themselves what they 
so much grudge to others,—the 
benefit of the one instance of a 
hardened sinner, finding mercy 
at last ; for I know of no sin- 
ners more hardened, none great- 
er destroyers of mankind than 
they.” There have not been 
wanting writers, however, who 
have vindicated these ministers 
from his invectives, and have en- 
deavored to shew that Mr. 
Sandeman’s notion of faith, by 
excluding all exercise or concur- 
rence of. the will with the Gos- 
pel way of salvation, confounds 
the faith of devils with that: of 
Christians, and so is_ calculated 
to deceive the souls ofmen. It 
has also been observed, that 
though Mr. Sandeman admits 
of the acts of faith and love as 
fruits of believing the truth, yet, 
“all his godliness consisting (as 
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he acknowledges to Mr. Pike) 
in love to that which first reliev- 
ed him,” it amounts to nothing 
but self-love. And as self-love 
is astranger to all those strong 
affections expressed inthe 119th 
Psalm towards the law of God, 
he cannot admit of them as the 
language of a good man, but ap- 
plies the whole psalm to Christ, 
though the person speaking ac- 
knowledges that * before he was 
afflicted he went astray.” Oth- 
ers have thought, that from the 
same principle it were easy to 
account for the bitterness, pride, 
and contempt, which distin- 
guish the system ; for self- 
love, say they, is consistent 
with the greatest aversion to all 
beings, divine or human, ex- 
cepting so far as they become 
subservient to us. 

The chief opinion and prac- 
tices in which this sect differs 
from other Christians, are, their 
weekly administration of the 
Lord’s supper ; their love feasts, 
of which every member is not 
only allowed but required to 
partake, and which consists of 
their dining together at each 
other’s houses in the interval 
between the morning and after- 
noon service. Their kiss of 
charity used on this occasion, at 
the admission of anew member, 
and at other times when they 
deem it necessary and proper ; 
their weekly collection before 
the Lord’s supper for the sup- 
port of the poor, and defraying 
other expenses ; mutual exhor- 
tation ; abstinence from blood and 
things strangled ; washing each 
other’s feet, when, as a deed of 
mercy, it might ‘be an expres- 
sion of love, the precept con- 
cerning which, as well as other 
Precepts, they understand lite- 
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rally ; community of goods, so 
far as that every one isto con- 
sider all that he has in his 
possession and power liable to 
the calls of the poor and the 
church; and the unlawfulness 
of Jaying up treasures upon 
earth, by setting them apart for 
any distant, future, and uncer- 
tain use. They allow of public 
and private diversions, so far ‘as 
they are not connected with 
circumstances really sinful ; 
but, apprehending a,Jot to be 
sacred, disapprove of lotteries, 
playing at cards, dice, &c. 

They maintain a plurality of 
elders, pastors, or bishops, in 
each church ; and the neces- 
sity of the presence of two el- 
ders in every act of discipline, 
and at the administration of the 
Lord’s supper. 

In the choice of these elders, 
want of learning and engage- 
ment in trade are no sufficient 
objection, if qualified according 
to the instructions given to Tim- 
othy and Titus; but second 
marriages disqualify for the of- 
fice ; and they are ordained by 
prayer and fasting, imposition of 
hands, and giving the right 
hand of fellowship. 

In their discipline they are 
strict and severe, and think 
themselves obliged to separate’ 
from the communion and wor- 
ship of all such religious socie- 
ties as appear to them not to pro- 
fess the simple truth for their on- 
ly ground of hope, and who do 
not walkin obedience to it. We 
shall only add, that in every 
transaction they esteem unani- 
mity to be absolutely necessary. 

{Buck’s Theol. Dict. 
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Memvrir rélative to the transla- 
tions of the Sacred Scriptures ; 
to the Baptist. Missionary So- 
ciety in England, dated Se- 
rampore, Aug. 14, 1807. 


(Continued from p. 196.) 


10. IN the Guzzerattee, the 
translation has advanced also as 
far as the Gospel by John. The 
proportion of words already 
known is ,about six in seven, 
which renders this part of our 
work pleasant also. ‘The first 
sheet of Matthew is printed off 
in a quarto size, and in the De- 
va Nagree, the character in 
which learned works are print- 
ed throughout India. 

11. We next notice the Mah- 
ratta, spoken by a nation who, 
on the western side, are our 
nearest neighbors. Their lan- 
guage of course early engaged 
our attention, and the general 
affinity of languages both invited 
and amply repaid application. 
The proportion of words already 
known to us, was about nine in 
ten. Inthis the New Testament 
is nearly finished, and several 
booksof the Old. TheGospel by 
Matthew was printed off nearly 


Transiation of the Scriptures: 
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as to render two translations 
necessary ; one into that which 
draws principally on the Persian 
and Arabic for its, supplies of 
difficult words, and another into 
that which has recourse in the 
same manner to the Sungskrit. 
Indeed, the difference in these 
two kinds is so great, that the 
gospel translated into the former 
kind of Hindee, under the aus- 
pices of the College of Fort 
William, isin many places quite 
unintelligible to Sungskrit Pun- 
dits, born and brought up in 
Hindoosthan ; while our Mus- 
sulmen Moonshis have profess- 
ed, if not felt, equal ignorance 
relative to common words de- 
rived from the Sungskrit. In 
this Sungskrit-Hindee version, 
nearly the whole of the New 
Testament waits for revision, 
and the book of Job, the Psalms, 
the Proverbs, and some other 
parts of the Old. We have be- 
gun printing the New Testa- 
ment in the Deva Nagree char- 
acter, and in a quarto size: it 
will probably make a volume of 
about 600 pages. The book of 
Matthew is nearly finished. 
Conscious that a number of de- 
fects must unavoidably attend a 


two years ago, in the Deva Na- | first edition, we have in this also 
gree character: it was included | restricted the number of copies 


in about 100 quarto pages. We 
have now, however, cast a fount 
of typesin the current Mahratta 
character, which will comprise 
the whole New Testament in 
700 octavo pages. Of this edi- 
tion, which consists of a thou- 
sand copies, the Gospel by 
Matthew is nearly all printed. 

2. The Mindoosthanee has 
admitted. perhaps a greater 
number of foreign words than 
any of the dialects of Indiv.— 
his mixture is indced so great 


' 





their notice. 


to a thousand. 

13. The language of the 
Seeks is a modification of the 
Hindee, and has. nearly the 
same affinity with the Sungskrit. 
Although so nearly allied to the 
Uindee, however, ils grammat- 
ical terminations are different, 
and it hasa different character, 
to which the Seeks are so much, 
attached, that the mere circum- 
stance of a book being written 
in it, recommends it strongly to, 
These considera- 
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tions have determined us to at- 
tempt alluring this nation to 
the perusal of the sacred word 
by presenting it to them in their 
vernacular language and char- 
acter. A learned Seek, emi- 
nently skilled in Sungskrit, has 
been for some time retained for 
this purpose, and the translation 
has advanced to the Gospel by 
John. 

14. We will now mention a- 
nother version which it has ap- 
peared our duty to begin. Tho’ 
the languages spoken by the 
great mass of people will neces- 
sarily have the first claim on the 
attention of those who feel the 
worth of immortal souls, and 
this, however uncouth some of 
them might appear, yet it has 
occurred tous that a Sungskrit 
version of the sacred oracles is 
an object worthy of attention. 
The language itself, from its 
copiousness and exquisite gram- 
matical structure, seems fitted 
to receive the divine oracles be- 
yond almost any other, while its 
being a language in which the 
meaning, not only of the ter- 
minations but of every individu- 
al word has been fixed for ages, 
enables it to retain and preserve 
the precious treasure with as 
much firmness perhaps as the 
Greek itself. The currency of 
it exceeds that of any other lan- 
guage in India. Every pundit 
converses in it ; the word of God 
therefore, in this language, will 
be rendered equally intelligible 
to the pundits of Nepaul and of 
Malabar, of Guzzerattee and 
Cashmire ; while its being the 
language esteemed sacred by 
the Hindoo pundits, may in- 
cline them to read what their 
iastidiousness would leadthem 
to despise in the valgar dialects. 

Von. II¥. NO. 6. 


Translation of the Scriptures. 
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Under these impressions, we 
began a translation of the Scrip- 
tures into the Sungskrit, which 
has proceeded so far that the 
four Gospels are already prin- 
ted off. ‘The edition isin quar- 
to, and will be included in a- 
bout 600 pages,in the Deva 
Nagret, the proper Sungskrit 
character. This version, while 
it is to us one of the most easy, 
will we trust come nearer 
to the idiom of the original than 
any of those in the common di- 
alects. Its ample and exqui- 
site grammatical apparatus per- 
mitting us to follow the Greek, 
notonly in rendering tense for 
tense, and case for case, but gen- 
erally in the collocation of the 
words. 

15. Respecting the Persian, 
we were aware that little could 
be expected from affinity. of 
languages ; and that except the 
assistance to be derived from the 
currency of a number of Persian | ? 
words in the Bengalee and Hin- 
doosthanee languages, and a few | 
alreacy familiar through the 
medium of the Hebrew, we had HEE oh 
entirely a new language to ac- 
quire. This inclined us to ap- 
ply to it at an early period ; and 
we had proceeded so faras to 








complete a great part of the 


Psalms and some other parts of 
the Old. Providence however 
has been pleased in a singular 
manner to, provide for this ver- 
sion, by preparing a person for 
the work peculiarly qualified ; 
NATHANIEL SABAT, a Native of 
Arabia, a descendant of Ma- 
hommed, and once his de- 


New Testament, as well as the | | 
| 


-— 


voted follower ; who, by resi- 
ding some years in Persia, has 1 | 
acquired that language in a de- 1 | 
gree of perfection scarcely to | 

If || 
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| 
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be attained by a European. A 
number of circumstances con- 
curring to bring him to Bengal, 
he has been retained for the Per- 
sian translation, and is at pre- 
sent at the Mission House, Ser- 
ampore. 
(To be continued.) 


Letter from Rev. Mr. Blackburn 
to Dr. Morse. 


Maryville, Jan. 5, 1810. 


REV. AND DEAR SIR, 

I THINK when I was with 

you in Charlestown, I stated the 
number of the Cherokee nation 
to be between !0 and 12,000 
souls, though at that time the 
enumeration was not completed, 
and i could not therefore make 
the estimate with certainty.— 
But now the persons employed 
having finished the business, I 
am able to give you the ex- 
act state of the nation in detail. 
Let it be remarked, that the en- 
umeration is rather below than 
above the number in every par- 
ticular ; as the Indians, by some 


means, especially at the first of | 


the business, thought there 
might be a design eventually to 
tax them according to that ratio. 
_ In the nation there are 12,395 
Indians. The number of fe- 
males exceeds the males 200. 
The whites in the nation are 
341. One third of those have 
Indian wives, 113. Of ne- 
gro slaves there are 583. The 
number of their cattle, 19,500 ; 
do. of horses, 6,100. The num- 
ber of hogs, 19,600; do. of 
sheep, 1,037. 

They have now in actual op- 
eration, 13 grist mills; 3 saw- 
mills ; 3 salt-petre works ; and 
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1 powder mill. They have 30 
waggons, between 480 and 500 
ploughs, 1600 spinning wheels, 
467 looms, and 49 silversmiths. 

Circulating specie is supposed 
to be as plenty as is common 
amongst the white people.— 
These advantages have been 
mostly obtained since the year 
1796, and rapidlyincreased since 
the year 1803. 

If we deduct from the year 
the number of Sabbaths it con- 
tains, and suppose that each 
spinning wheel turn off six cuts 
per day, the amount of 1600 will 

250,400 dozen of yarn in one 
year, this will make when wove 
into cloth, 292,133 yards. 

If we should suppose each 
loom to put off 4 yards per day, 
the produce of 467 will be annu- 
ally 584,684 yards. 

Allow 2 hands to a wheel, 
3,200 women will be employed 
in carding and spinning, 467 en- 
gaged in weaving and as many 
to fill the quills. 

If each plough be allowed on- 
ly ten acres, then 500 ploughs 
would cultivate 5,000 acres, and 
would employ F000 hands, as 
one must use the hoe after the 
plough. There is also nearly 
as much land in the nation 
wrought without a plough as 


| With it. Each acre will produce 


50 bushels, which will be equal 


'to 250,000, or 20 bushels to 


each person. The actual amout 


; will double that sum. 





It is often asked, are they in- 
creasing, or on the decline ? All 
I can say to this is, that both 
from my own observation, and 
that of those most conversant 
with them, it is evident that 
there is less space between the 
younger children of families 
than those more advanced, and 
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that in nearly the proportion as 
the hunting life has yielded to 
the cultivation of the soil. 

The number of Bibles and 
Testaments, circulated in the 
nation, including the children of 
the schools, is upwards of 600, 
and a variety of other books, as 
opportunity offered. 

On their roads they have ma- 
ny public houses, and on their 
rivers are convenient ferries ; 
there are many of them learn- 
ing different trades as their in- 
clination may lead them. But 
yet there is no church erected, 
and few feel the impressions of 
grace. 

I have filled the sheet with 
details, and can only pray that 
the Lord may make your har- 
vest of souls abundant in 
Charlestown. 

Iam, &c. 

GIDEON BLACKBURN. 
| Pan. 


mm 2) ae 


Extracts from the Annual Report 
of the Board of Directors, to 
the New-York Missionary So- 
ciety ; 

Presented and Approved, April 3, 

1810. 

“ IN recounting to the breth- 
ren of the Society,fat their an- 
nual meeting, the transactions of 
the past year, it would rejoice 
the hearts of the Directors, to 
be able with truth to announce 
the rapid progress of the Gospel 
in every quarter to which their 
labors have extended, But 


though they cannot boast of an 
event so grateful to the lovers of 
the precious Redeemer, they 
have cause to believe their efforts 
have not been altogether fruit- 
less. The constant attendance; 
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the serious and solemn attention 
visible among.the Tuscaroras, 
and the earnest zeal and anx- 
ious solicitude for the conver- 
sion of the brethren, testified by 
the believing part of the nation, 
are favorable symptoms, and 
presages, we hope, of the even- 
tual success of the Mission. 

“ Notwithstanding the reluc- 
tance of the Missionary to trust 
in appearances, which frequent- 
ly prove fallacious, he is con- 
strained to acknowledge in a 
late communication, that the 
word of the living God has, in 
some instances, reached the 
hearts of both white people and 
Indians. 

“ No additions it is true, have 
been made to the church among 
the Tuscaroras, by baptism, du- 
ring the ministration of Mr. 
Gray... Applications for admis- 
sion to the ordinance, have not 
been wanting ; but these were 
deservedly rejected, as arising 
from mistaken ideas of the ordi- 
nance, and of the subjects pro- 
per to receive it. 

“ A willingness to accept of 
baptism at the hand of the Mis- 
sionary, steady attendance at 
church,and a disposition to break 
off from gross sins, were deem- 
ed sufficient qualifications, for 
the ordinance, by those ignorant 
or misguided persons. Ina few 
individuals lately, a better spirit 
has discovered itself. As these 
appear to be actuated by better 
motives ; by a deep sense of 
their undone condition, and a 
conviction of the necessity of a 
Saviour’s righteousnes, they 
have claims better authentica- 
ted; and after receiving the 
necessary instruction, and af- 


fording satisfactory evidence, by 


their life and conversation, of 
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the reality of a saving work of 
grace on their hearts, will doubt- 
less be admitted to a. participa- 
tion in the sacred ordinances of 
the Gospel, and contribute to the 
increase of the Church, among 
the Tuscaroras. The errone- 
ous spirit formerly prevalent 
among that people, the Mission- 
ary humbly trusts, the Lord has 
rebuked, and is now spreading 
sentiments more just, and more 
congenial to the nature of the 
Gospel of Christ. 

“ The Rev. Robert Forrest, 
who at the special request of the 
Directors, visited the Tuscarora 
nation, in July 1809, attended 
their council, and preached for 
them, gives ample testimony to 
the exemplary conduct, and 
growing attention to divine 
things, both among these In- 
dians, and among the white peo- 
ple in their neighborhood ; as 
well as to the fidelity of the 
Missionary, and his qualifica- 
tions for the trust committed to 
him. And this testimony, in 
itself unexceptionable, is cor- 
roborated by the opinion of oth- 
er respectable persons, both in 


the Western District and in 
Canada. 
“Mr. Gray, in summer 


preaches twice every Sabbath. 
His first sermon is specially ad- 
dressed tothe Indians ; his se- 
cond is more particularly. adap- 
ted to the situation and circum- 
stances of the white inhabitants ; 
and their numbers frequently 
exceed the number of his Indian 
hearers. In winter he preaches 
but once, and that almost exclu- 
sively to the aborigines ; but 
few of the whites attending. 
The number of his Indian hear- 
ers varies from fifty to seventy ; 
the proportion of females being 
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commonly the greatest. The 
general deportment in the house 
of God is grave and solemn. 

“ The school erected in the 
Tuscarora village for the in- 
struction of the Indian children, 
in the estimation of all, is an ob- 
ject of the highest importance. 
A knowledge of the English 
language, and the principles of 
divine truth imbibed in youth, 
frequently repeated, and seri- 
ously inculcated by a faithful 
teacher, would not only greatly 
facilitate the labor of the Mis- 
sionary, but give direct access 
through the understanding to 
the conscience. This depart- 
ment, however, has during the 
last year languished, through 
the indisposition of the teacher, 
whose labors have been much 
interrupted by the prevalence of 
a nervous indisposition. Exer- 
cise has now, in a great mea- 
sure, removed the complaint.— 
The school is increasing, and is 
at present attended by twenty- 
four children ; of whom eigli- 
teen are Indians, sixteen boys, 
and two girls ; the remaining 
six whites. ‘The Indian chil- 
dren have made but little pro- 
gress. The most advanced class 
is only beginning toread. But 
their progress in manners, is 
greater than their progress in 
letters. ‘The Lancaster plan 
of tuition has been attempted ; 
but hitherto without success.— 
The common mode of instruc- 
tion has of course been adopted. 
The deportment of the teacher 
is becoming his Christian pro- 
fession. Heis now much en- 
couraged, and able to give stated 
and regular attendance on his 
school. But by a statement of 
his necessary expenses, submit- 
ted to Mr. Gray, it appears that 
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the allowance hitherto made 
him is insufficient. An augmen- 
tation of salary has been judged 
necessary to the continuance of 
the school. 

“ Since the last annual meeting, 
a revival of correspondence with 
the different Missionary associ- 
ations, with which an epistolary 
intercourse had formerly been 
maintained by this Society, has 
been attempted ; but answers 
have been received only from 
the northern Missionary Society 
of this state, and from the Lon- 
don Missionary Society. 

“ rom the Report transmit- 
ted by the former, it appears, 
they are prosecuting the Mis- 
sionary cause among the Oneidas 
with spirit, and not without suc- 
cess. Mr. Jenkins, their mission- 
ary, was ordained to the work of 
the Gospel-ministry in April, 
1809 ; and from that ‘ime to the 
5th of Sept. in the same year, 
had baptized thirty children. 
He steadily officiates at Squasse- 
low and Oneida. The whole 
number of Indians at Oneida, 
amounting to 450 or upwards, 
profess the Christian religion, 
excepting 3 or 4 persons ; yet 
the number of communicants in 
May, 1809, did not exceed 18 
or 19. An Indian, named A- 
bram, labors also with great 
zeal in promoting the interest of 
the Gospel among the Oneidas, 
and has been earnestly recom- 
mended by Mr. Jenkins, to no- 
tice and compensation from the 
Directors of the Northern Mis- 
slonary Society. 


“ The Directors have for 


come time extended their views 
‘o other Indian nations, particu- 
larly to the Senecas, among 
whom, it has been contempla- 
‘cd to erect a school; which is 
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only delayed until a person can 
be procured, properly qualified 
for the office. A committee 
has been appointed also to en- 
quire what places may with pro- 
priety be occupied as Missiona- 
ry stations ; and where it would 
be adviseable to erect other 
schools. But some time must 
elapse, before these objects, in all 
their details, can be prepared 
for deliberation, and ripened in- 
to execution, even if every pe- 
cuniary impediment were remo- 
ved. 

“¢ To inspire every heart with 
confidence in the bountiful good- 
ness of the divine Head of the 
church, and to the honor of the 
Assistant New-York Missionary 
Society, their liberal donation of 
$ 328 53 cts. ought to be recor- 
ded with gratitude. This sup- 
ply will be a seasonable aid to 
the Directors, in establishing a 
school among the Senecas ; or, 
should this fail, may be employ- 
ed to enlarge the sphere of the 
Society’s usefulness in some 
f other quarter.” 





ANECDOTES, 


Parental Affection. 


GOD hath wisely and kindly 
implanted in the breasts of pa- 
rents a most ardent principle of 
affection towards their children. 
And, indeed, the various trials 
and difficulties of a family re- 
quire more than ordinary regard 
to conduct it with propricty ; 
to bear with patience whatever 
transpires, and to watch with 
constancy against every evil to 





which children are exposed. 
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WE discover the greatest af- 
fectidn to our children, by en- 
deavoring to form their minds 
into a virtuous and religious 
mould, when we tender to them 
suitable instruction, and, above 
all, earnestly pray for them, that 
they may be preserved from the 
snare and danger of the present 
world, and be taught to prepare 
for a better. ‘ Parents,” says 
Dr. Doddridge, “ are greatly so- 
licitous for the temporal happi- 
ness of their children. Tor this 
they labor and watch ; for this 
they deny themselves many an 
enjoyment; and subject them- 
selves to many an uneasy cir- 
cumstance. But, alas! where 
4s the real friendship of all this, 
while the precious soul is neg- 
Jected ?” 

Mr. P. Henry drew up a 
short form of the baptismal cov- 
enant, for the use of his children ; 
it was this— 

“ J take God the Father to be 
my chief good and highest end. 

“Ttake God the Son to be 
my Prince and Saviour. 

“ I take God the Holy Ghost 
to be my -sanctifier, teacher, 
guide, and comforter. 

“J take the word of God to 
be my rule in all my actions ; 

“ Andthe people of God to 
be my. people in all conditions. 

“ I do likewise devote and de- 
‘dicate unto the Lord my whole 


-self, all I am, all I have, and all 


}¥ can do. 
“ And this I do deliberately, 
sincerely, freely, and for ever.” 
This he taught his children, 
and each of them solemnly re- 


peated it every Lord’s day evec- 


ning, after they were catechised, 
he putting his amen to it, and 
sometimes adding, * So say, and 
so do, and you are made for ev- 


Filial Affection. 
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er.” He also took pains to lead 
them to understand it, and per- 
suade them to a free and cheer- 
ful consent to it. When they 
grew up, he made them all write 
it over severally with their own 
hands, and very solemnly set 
their names toit, which he told 
them he would keep by him, 
and it should be produced as a 
testimony against them, if they 
should afterwards depart from 
God, and turn from following 
after him. 


ee Gee 
Filial Affection, 


“¢ HONOUR thy father and 
mother,” is part of that sacred 
law given to mankind, ever 
worthy to be remembered. It 
becomes us to revere, obey, and 
love them to whom we are so 
greatly indebted. Disobedience 
to parents hath been awfully 


, marked with God’s displeasure, 


while affection for them and at- 
tention tothem have been emi- 
nently sanctioned by him as the 
means of promoting their felici- 
ty and our own honor and es- 
teem. So justly is filial affec- 
tion appreciated by the Chinese, 
that they erect public monu- 
ments and triamphal arches in 
honor of those children who 
have given proof of great filial 
affection. 

A gentleman of Sweden was 
condemned to suffer death as a 
punishment for certain offences 
committed by him in the dis- 
charge of an important public 
office, which he had filled for a 
number of years with an integ- 
rity that had never before un- 
dergone either suspicion or im- 
peachment. His son,a youth 
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about eighteen years of age, 
was no sooner apprized of the 
predicament to which the 
wretched author of his being 
was reduced, than he flew to 
the Judge who had pronounced 
the fatal decree, and, throwing 
himself at his feet, prayed “ that 
he might be allowed to suffer in 
the room of a father whom he 
adored, and whose loss he de- 
clared it was impossible for him 
to survive.” ‘he Magistrate 
was thunderstruck at this ex- 
traordinary procedure in the 
son, and would hardly be per- 
suaded that he was sincere in it. 
Being at length satisfied, how- 
ever, that the young man actu- 
ally wished for nothing more 
ardently than to save his father’s 
life at the expense of his own, 
he wrote an account of the 
whole affair to the King; and 
the consequence was, that his 
Majesty immediately dispatch- 
ed back the couricr, with orders 
to grant a free pardon to the 
father, and to confer a title of 
honor on his incomparable 
son. The last mark of royal 
favor, however, the youth beg- 
ged leave with all humility to 
decline ; and the motive for the 
refusal of it was not less noble 
than the conduct by which he 
had deserved it was generous 
and disinterested. Of what 
avail,’ exclaimed he, ‘“ could 
the most exalted title be to me, 
humbled as my family already 
isin the dust? Alas! would it 
not serve but as a monument to 
perpetuate in the minds of my 
countrymen the direful remem- 
brance of an unhappy father’s 
shame!” His Majesty (the 
King of Sweden) actually shed 
tears when this magnanimous 
speech was reported to him ; 
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and, sending for the heroic 
youth to Court, he appointed 
him directly to the office of his 
private confidential Secretary. 


——- tae 


A striking instance of Divine 
Punishment. 


A MAN, whose name shall be 
concealed, in tenderness to sur- 
viving relatives, waited upon a 
magistrate near Hitchin, in the 
county of Hertford, and inform- 
ed him that he had been stopped 
by a young gentlemen of Hitch- 
in, Who had knocked him down, 
and searched his pockets, but 
not finding any thing there, he 
suffered him to depart. The 
magistrate astonished at_ this 
piece of intelligence, dispatch- 
ed a messenger to the young 
gentleman, ordering him to 
appear immediately, and an- 
swer to the charge exhibited a- 
gainst him: the youth obeyed 
the summons, accompanied by 
his guardian and an intimate 
friend. Upon their arrival at 
the seat of justice, the accused 
and the accuser were confron- 
ted; when the magistrate hinted 
to the mah, he was fearful that 
he had made the charge. with 
no other view than of extorting 
money, and bade him take care 
how he poceeded ; exhorting 
him in the most earnest and pa- 
thetic manner, to beware of the 
dreadful train of consequences 
attending perjury. 

The man insisted upon- making 
cath of what he had advanced: the 
oath was accofdingly administered, 
and the business fully investigated, 
when the innocence of the young 

tleman was established, he hav- 
ing by the most incontrovertibie ev- 
idence proved an alidi. The infa- 


mous wretch, finding his intentions, 
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thus frastrated, returned home much 
chagrined, and, meeting soon after- 
wards with one of his neighbors, 
he declared he had not sworn to 
any thing but the truth, calling God 
to witness the same in the mostso- 
Jemn manner, and wished, if it was 
not ashe said, his jaws might be 
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upen his bones; when, terrible to 
relate ! his jaws were instantly ar- 
rested, and the use of- the faculty he 
had so awfully perverted was deni- 
ed him for ever ; and after ling- 
ering near a fortnight he expired in 
the greatest agonies, his flesh lite- 
rally rotting upon hisbones ! 
















locked, and that his flesh might rot 


HYMN. 


COMMUNICATED AS ORIGINAL. 


Erernat Gop ! Creation’s scheme displays 
"Fhy wisdom, goodness and almighty pow’r ; 
"Thy wond’rous providence demands the lays, 
Of heavenly choirs thy majesty t’ adore : 
With angelic hosts above, 

Saints unite to praise his love ; 

Let heav’n’s awful arches ring. 

Wiuh praise to our Almighty King. 


The radiant sun dispenses with his rays, 
Unnumber’d themes of rapture and of praise 
The silver moon to earth’s remotest bound, 
Proclaims thy bounty in her mighty round. 
‘I winkling stars exalt thy praise, 
Winds and storms the’ chorus raise, 
Thunders roar abroad thy name, 
And thine eternal power proclaim. 


Redemption’s works these wonders far exceed, 
In them Jehovah is display’d indeed ; 

Thro’ their influence deserts bud and bloom, 
And like the fragrant rose yicld rich perfume. 
O’er Columbia’s peaceful land, 

Jesus wave thy mighty hand ; 

Send thy Spirit from above, 

Subdue our hearts to peace and love. 











Then shall our hearts with nature join to raise, 
Harmonious anthems to thy worthy praise ; 
Our tuneful lips and hearts in sweet accord, 
Shall join t’ adore the mercy of our Lord. 

Saints unite your humble lays, 

Warble forth your Saviour’s praise ; 

Join cherubic throngs above, 

Te celebrate redeeming love. 

ETICUS. 























